


s



Digitized by the Internet Archive

in 2016

https://archive.org/details/chineserepositor7718unse





Till'.

V !i I X i: s i: It i;i»OS I TO It Y.

Voi,. VII. \()VKMBF,H, 1838.— No. 7.

Art. I. Introduction to a ‘ Pisscrtation on the Sature and Char-

acter of the Chinese ISi/stem of Writing. By Peter S. Du
Ponceau, u.. n.’

It is a just and true remark of the Rev. Mr. Gulzlaff, that ‘ nothing

has so much puzzled the learned world in Europe as the Chinese

language.’ We need not go very far to find out the cause of this

embarrassment. It is produced, like many other difficulties that

occur in almost every science, by the abuse of words, by the use of

metaphors instead of plain intelligible language, and by looking be-

yond nature for the explanation of her most simple operations.

The learned writer above cited does not tell us what he means by

the words ‘ the Chinese language.’ If he meant the spoken idiom,

(as it is affected to be called,) there does not appear any difficulty

or cause of embarrassment. The Chinese language (properly so

called) is a simple idiom, and, peculiarly the Kou-wen, or ancient

language, essentially elliptical
;

its words are monosyllabic, and its

syntax chiefly consists in the juxtaposition of those words, aided by a

certain number of particles, which stand in the place of our gram-

matical forms and inflexions. A great number of those words are

homophonons, but they are di.stinguished by accents and tones; and,

upon the whole, the people who speak this language find no difficulty

in understanding each other. It is perhaps more elliptical than any

other ; more is understood by it than is actually expressed
;
but no

difficulty arises from it. Ideas and perceptions are awakened by

the Chinese monosyllables, as well as by those grammatical forms

u hich may be called the luiury of our idioms.
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Here, then, is nothing that can pur.zle the philologists of Europe.

But if, by the Chinese “the learned author meant the written

characters, (and in that sense only I can understand him,) he says

what is unfortunately too true
;
and by the use which he makes of

the word langunge, he shows that he has not yet discovered the true

cause of the embarrassment which he very properly notices, and which

must strike every one who has attended to the subject.

The Chinese characters do not, more than any other graphic sys-

tem, constitute a langunge in the proper sense of the word. Meta-

phorically, indeed, they may be so called, and so may the groups

formed by the letters of our alphabets. We do not read by letters •

we read by groups of those little signs, representing words and sen-

tences. No one, wno is not in his ABC, will spell a word when he

reads, or even think of the sounds of its component figures. This is

so true, that there are words, such as the w’ord awe, in which not a

single one of the sounds attached to the three letters that compose it,

is heard when it is read. In the word ought, none is heard but that

of the letter t. Our eye catches the group, and our mind the sound

and sense of the written word, all at the same moment
;

it does not

stop to take notice of each letter
;
the physical and mental processes

are performed at the same instant, with the rapidity of thought,

which is exceeded by nothing that we can form an idea of. These

groups, therefore, might also receive the name of ideographic signs or

characters, and their aggregate and various combiuatioiis might be

called a written language. But every one will understand that this

word, so applied, would only be metaphorical.

To apply these principles to the Chinese system of writing, is the

object of the following dissertation. All those (I believe I may say

almost without exception*) who have written on the subject, have

represented the writing of the Chinese as a separate, independent

language, unconnected wuth the sounds of the human voice, and con-

sequently with speech
;

a language acting vi propriA, and presenting

ideas to the mind directly through the eye, w ithout passing through

the mental ear, in which it is said to differ from our alphabetical

system. Hence it has been called ideographic, and the language

properly so called, the o?-n/ language, is represented as nothing more

than the pronunriation of that which has usurped its name and its

place.

' Dr. Morri.soii is the writer who lots .said the li-asl upon llie siil)jiTl He has

lieeii more eaiitioiis than his lirothcr sinologists. He does not. however, eontra-

diet the opinion that is. generally reeeixed.
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111 |)roof of lliese assertions, it is saiii tlinl the Cliinese wriiiiif' i«

read and understood by natives who cannot speak or uiidei stand one

word of the spoken idiom, but who make use of the same characters.

How far this is fnniuled in truth, the snlijoined vocabularies of tlie Co-

chinchiiiese language, which employs in its writing the Cliinese cliar-

actcrs, will, I think, snUicienily show. However it may be, it will not

atfect the princijiles on which 1 intend to demonstrate that the Chi-

nese graphic system is founded
;
nor will it in the least su|)|)ort iis

pretended extraordinary, and I might say almost iniraciilous pro-

perties.

I emleavor to prove, by the following dissertation, that the Chinese

characters represent the wurds of the Chinese language, and nleas

onl\ through them. The letters of our alphabet separately represent

sounds to which no meaiiiug is attached, and are therefore only the

elements of our graphic system; but, when combined together, in

groups, they represent the words of our languages, and those words

repre.sent or recall ideas to the mind of the reader. I contend that

the Chinese characters, though formed of ditferent elements, do no

more, and that they rejiresent ideas no otherwise than as connected

with the words in which language has clothed them, and therefore

that they are connected with sounds, not indeed as the letters of our

alphabet separately taken, but as the groups formed by them when

joined together in the form of words.

There are two species of what are called idphnhi ts, among the dif-

ferent nations who inhabit the earth
;
the one is syllabic, and the

other I would call i Icmriitari/. Each character of the first represents

a syllable, generally unconnected with sense or iTieaning. 'I’his sys-

tem has been adopted by those nations whose languages consist of a

small number of syllables
;
such as the CMierokee, which has only

eighty-live, and the Japanese, that has no more than forty-seven,

with an eipial number of characters to represent them. These cha-

racters are few, and may be easily retained in the memory
;

it has

not, therefore, been thought necessary to carry analysis farther. Syl-

labic alphabets, besides, have considerable advantages over tho.se that

we make use of; tliey do not require spelling, and a great deal of

time is saved in learning to read. 'Plie process of writing is also

quicker, and the writing itself occupies less space.

But those nations whose languages will not admit of a syllabic al-

phabet, on account of the too great number of their consonants, are

obliged to proceed further in their analysis of sounds ; and, having

discovered that the number of the primary elements of speech, which
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we call letters, is comparatively very small, they have adopted the

system which prevails in Europe and W’^estern Asia, and which we

also call alphabetical, though we have properly no name to distin-

guish it from the syllabic.

The Chinese, when they invented their system of writing, found

themselves possessed of a language composed entirely of monosylla-

bles, each of which was a word of the idiom, so that they could, by

the same character, recall a word and a syllable at the same time.

They also found that each of those words represented an object or an

idea, so that they could present to the mind through the eye, at the

same moment, a syllable, a word, aijd an idea. It is no wonder,

therefore, jthat they djd not look further, and that their first endeavor

was to affix a sign to each word, by means of which they would re-

call the idea at the same time. 3ut the idea was only to them a

secondary object; it w?is attached to the word, and could not be

separated from it.

All savage nations, in thefr first attempts to communicate with

each other by writing, have begun with rude pictures or delineations

of visible objects. The original forms of a number of their characters

show, that the Chinese began in the same manner. But that could

not carry them very far
;
yet it may have served their purpose while

civilization had not made much progress among them. Afterwards

they tried metaphors, which they probably found of very limited use.

At last, as they advanced in knowledge and civilization, they fell

upon a system, which they have preserved during a period of four

thousand years, and with which they appear to be perfectly satisfied.

It is to that system that philologists have given the name of ideogra-

phic writing.

In forming this system, they invented a certain number of what I

should call primary signs, which they applied to an equal number of

words. Some of those signs were abridged forms of their original pic-

tures and metaphors, but so altered as to be no longer recognized.

The number of those primary or sjmple characters is not known
;

it

is to be presumed that jt was not greater than could be easily retain-

ed in the memory. The Chinese grammarians, under the name of

keys or radicals, have reduced them to the number of two hundred

and fourteen; but of these several are compounded, so that the num-

ber was probably still smaller. Be that as it tnay, two hundred words

more or less, having signs or characters to represent them, by joining

two, three, or more of them together, and using them as catch words

to lead to one that had iio sign to represent it, could produce an



('hinrif t'^i/strni (if W’ntin". :ni

miiiifiisi* niitnbvr ul cuiiibimitions
;

iiiul a still gri-atrr uiio li\ juiinii^

to these, ainl coiiibiniiiv with ilieiii, the new comiammls ;
and so they

might proceed m the same manner oil hifioitiim lly means ut that

system, with some mudilicatioiis, the Chinese succeeiled in represent-

ing all the ipiirils m their language. The ideas were only an ingre-

dient ill the method which they adopted, but it was by no means

their object to presetit them to the initid unaccompanied by the word

which was their mmlel, and which, if 1 may use a IhiM metaphor,

sat to them for its picture; a picture, indeed, which bore no resem-

blance to the object, but wliich was sutlicieiit to recall it to the

memory.

From this general view of the Chinese system of writing, it is evi-

dent that the object of its inventors was to recall to the mind, by

visible signs, the words of which their language w as composed, and

not to represent ideas independent of the sounds of that language.

But the number of those words being too great to admit of merely

arbitrary signs, the forms of which could not easily be retained w ithout

some classification to help the memory, they thought of some mode

of recalling at the same time something of the meaning of each word

and that was done by combining together the signs of several of them,

so as to make a kind of definition, far, indeed, from being perfect,

but sufficient for the purpose for which it was intended. And that is

what the Chinese literati, and the sinologists after them, have been

pleased to call idro^raphic writinq ; while, instead of ideas, it only

represents words, by means of the combination of other words, and

therefore 1 have called it h ligraphir.

To make this still clearer, I shall add here the explanation given

by the Chinese themselves of their system of writing, for which we

are indebted to Dr. Morrison, in his dictionary, and M Abel Remn-
sat, in his grammar of the Chinese language. I believe it will fully

confirm the representation that I have made of it.

The Chinese divide their characters into six classes, w hich division

they called lou-rhon according to Itemusat, and luh-shnu according

to Morrison’s orthography. .\s these two writers ilo not agree as to

the order in which these classes are placed, I aiail myself of the

same privilege, and place them in such order as I think liest calcula-

ted to give a clear idea of the whole The three first relate to the

external forms of the characters, atid the tlirw last to the manner in

which they are eniploye l, in ordei to proilnce the elfect re(|iiired

We shall now exatnine tliem .separately.

1. 'I’he Sinng-hiiig, (R ) or lliiig-.<roii^
, (^|,) .M. Rciiinsal calb
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these cliar<icter.s figurative, as representing as much as possible the

forms of visible objects. Thus the sun is represented by a circle,

with a (lot in tlie middle; tlie moon by a cr^cenl; a man, a horse,

a (log, the eye, the ear, (fee., by linear figures, representing or at-

tempting to represent the different objects, the names of which they

recall to memory. The (Jhine.se writers, says Dr. Morrison, assert

that originally those figurative characters composed nine-tenths of

their nljjliabet, which is difficult to believe, unless the alphabet itself

is very limited
;
but the Doctor adds that they give but very few ex-

ait)ples of them, which is much more credible.

Be that as it may, those characters, if ever they exi.sted to any

considerable extent, have long ceased to be in use. The Chinese

themselves admit it
;
and the reason they give for it, according to

Dr. Morri.son, is, that “ they were abbreviated for the sake of conve-

tiience, and added to for the sake of appearance, so that the original

form was gradually lost;” no trace of it now remains. The charac-

ters, as they are at present formed, present nothing to the eye but

linear and angular figures, quite as insignificant as the letters of our

alphabet, otherwise than by being connected with the words of the

language as those are with its elementary sounds, and when grouped

together with the words themselves. Therefore, as they now appear,

those signs can in no manner be called ideographic.

II. The Tchi-see, (R.) or Che-’khe-sze, (-M). M. Remusat calls

them indicative. They are an attempt to recall, by figures, ideas

that have no figure. Thus the numerals one, two, three, are repre-

sented by horizontal lines, as in the Roman arithmetical characters

they are by vertical ones
;
the words above and below, are repre-

sented by short vertical lines above or below horizontal ones
;
and

the word or the idea of middle, by an oblong square, with a vertica]

line passing through the middle of it. It is evident that there can

be but few such characters; I have seen none cited, except those

above mentioned. Whatever may be said of them, there are not

enough to characterize a system.

III. The Tchouan-trhu, (R.) or Chuen-choo, (.M.). M. Remusat

calls them inverted. They are an attempt to represent things by

their contraries. Thus a character repiesenting a fork, with three

prongs and a crooked handle, the prongs turned towards the right,

stands for the word left, and for the word right, if the prong.s are

turned the other way. M. Rimiusat quotes four others intended to

present the words standing, Iping, man, corpse; but in my o|)inion

they represent nothing to the mind through the eye, and they must
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Im> al)s«»liitrlv tfiii's.se(l at M Ucmiisal says tlial their iiuml)er is

very siuall, (tres pen cuiisiderable,) ami it is easy lo conceive wliy it

slioiilil be s«).

Tliese three first classes of cliaracters are the only ones, the ideo-

jjrajihic nature of which is said to be inherent to their external form.

It has been seen that the first has lon<r been entirely onl of use, and

is now snpersetled by arbitrary signs, which have no connection with

ideas, except by recalling to the niind the wonls by which the

ideas are expressed. The two others, ingenions as they are, are too

few, and too vague and uncertain in their expression, to give a name,

niitch less a descriptive character to the Chinese system of writing.

We shall now jiass to the three other classes, which have nothing to

do with the external form of the characters.

IV. The Kia-tsei, (It.) or Kin-tudi/, (M.) which in the Chinese

language signilies horroirrd. M. R^musat defines it tints :
“ To ex-

press abstract itLas, or acts ol'the understanding, they (the Chinese)

have altered the sense of those simple or compound characters which

re|»reseiit material objects, or they have made of a substantive the

sign of a verb, which expresses the corresponding action. Thus the

heart rejiresents tlie mind; a hou:>e is taken for ninn; a hall for woman

;

a /i««r/ for an ric/^Vcr, or mechanic, & c.” T’lifortunately for this,

theory, the sense of the cliaracters (as corresponding with the words)

has not heen in the least altered
;

it is the sense of the words that

has been changed, and the characters have followed. In the Chi-

nese spoken langnage, a sailor is called a shij)-hand, a monk a reason-

hun^f, or lioiise of reason, &c., and the writing only applies the

appropriate character to each of these words. The langnage is full

of similar metaphors : crrsCiecs/ signifies a thing or something
;
elder

brother with jimingrr brother, signify simple brotlicr, without distinc-

tion of age, &c. The writing docs no more than reprc.sent these

words by the characters appropriated to each
;
the metaphor is in the

lan^uaoe not in the writing.

Dr. .Marshntan wonders that he has never seen a Chinese treatise

on the grammar of ihe spoken idiom. The reason is obvious. The
Chinese affect to ascribe every thing to their system of writing,

which they would have ns believe to be an admirable philosophical

invention, independent of, and unconnected with the langna<Tc,

wliich they consider only as the oral expression of the characters,

while the reverse is the exact truth. 'Hut a vain, ignorant nation

slionid entertain such notions, is not at all to be wondered at ; hot

that grave and learned European philologists should adojif them
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wiiliout reflection, is truly astonishing. The reader will see in the

following dissertation, what strange opinions have been entertained

on this subject, by men of the inosi profonnd knowledge and the most

eminent talents.

There is nothing, therefore, in these borrowed characters, as they

are called, that entitles them to form a class in the Chinese system

of writing. They are, like all the others, but the representatives of

certain words.

M. Remusat includes in this class the character representing the

verb to follow, which, he says, is formed by the images of three men
|)laced behind one another. I shall not inquire how distinctly these

images are to be seen in the character suy, to follow. It seems to be

one of the old obsolete metaphors. This is what M. Remusat calls

changing substantives into verbs, and it is the only e.\ample of it that

he produces.

V. The lloei-i, (R.) or Hwuy-e, (M.) This cjass and the fol-

lowing appear to me to embrace the whole graphic system of the

Chinese. The first class (so called) is interesting only to antiqua-

ries, the second and third relate only to the form of a few characters,

and the fourth has been shown to be fallacious. These two last,

therefore, claim our principal attention. 1 shall attend, in the first

place, to the fifth class.

This class is formed of a combination of two or more characters,

each of which represents a word, to represent another word of the

language. M. Remusat calls it combined. Dr. Morrison, in his

Chinese dictionary, in which the words are classed in the order of

our alphabet, e.xplains Hwuy-e (No. 4-560) to mean “ association of

ideas in compounding the characters.” The learner Doctor here, it

seems, merely translates a Chinese definition of that word. We take

the liberty to define it thqs ; ‘‘The association or combining of seve-

ral words in their appropriate characters to represent another word.”

Thus we combine the letters of our alphabet to give them a meaning

which, separately, they have not. The Chinese combine their sig-

nificant characters to give to the grjoups thus formed a meaning

which none of them possess separately. The meaning is in the

words to which the characters are applied, and that meaning they

only hint at by the association of other words represented by their

appropriate signs.

iM. Remusat gives us si.\ examples of these combinations. They

are the word light, represented by the words sun and moon, placed

rrext to each other
;
the word hermit, by man and mountain

;
song,
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by bird and iiurulh
; loife, by wuninn, bund and bruuni ;

llie verl> (»

hear, or hearing, by ear and door; and the substantive tear, by the

words eye and water. All these words are, of cour.se, represented

by their signs, which hear no resemblance to the object.s signified,

whatever they might originally have done.

The characters are sometimes placed above, below, or by the .side

of each other, in their separate forms. Sometimes they are joined

together with various alterations, so as to form but one character, in

which last case they are not always easy to be recognized. Two
hundred and fourteen of them, of which a few are compounds, but

the rest simple characters, have been selected for the sake of method,

and called roots or keys. They serve in the dictionaries to class the

words by their analogies : every word is placed under some one or

other of them. 'I'his concerns only the method or arrangement of

the alphabet, but is no part of the system of writing, except so far,

that a certain number of simple characters was indispensably required

to form the basis of a combiuatiou system, which otherwise would

have been impossible.

It results from the above, that the graphic system of the Chinese,

generally considered, consists in this

:

1. \ certain number of the arbitrary signs (say two hundred) to

rcpre.sent an equal number of words, which may be called the nucleus

or foundation of the whole.

2. An indefinite number of characters to represent all the other

words of the language, whicii characters are formed by the combina-

tion of those primitives with each other, and with the new characters

formed by that process also combined together, so as to have a dis-

tinct letter, character or sign for every word in the language. The
separate meaning of the wiirds thus combined, of the ideas, as the

Chinese express it, are only an auxiliary means to aid in the recol-

lection of the word to which is attached the idea which is to be con-

veyed. It very often ha|ipens that those combinations are mere

enigmas, and present no definite idea to the mind, and sometimes

one entirely contrary to its object
;
but they serve the purpose, precise-

ly as our groups of letters when they represent ditierent soumls from

those attached to the separate characters.

I have explained this system more fully in the following disserta-

tion. to which I must refer the reader.

VI. The Hing-chiii", (R.) or Heae-shiii", (.M
)

Although words

expressive of moral sentiments, of actions and pa.s^ions, and of nume-

rous visible objects, may be represented or rec.aJled to the memory

\0l.. Ml. .NO. Ml. tl
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by combining and placing together other words, which, by their

signification, may serve as definitions or descriptions, or rather as

ratdt words, to lead by their meaning to the recollection of the one

intended to be represented,— it is very difficult, when there are a

great number of objects of the same kind, all of which have specific

names, but whose differences cannot be explained or even guessed at

by the aid of a few words. Such are trees, plants, herbs, fruits,

birds, fishes, and a great number of other things. Here the system

of catch words could not be applied
;
and the Chinese invented this

class, or rather this special combination of characters, to represent

those kind.s of specific names.

A certain number of characters, all, in their common acception,

representing words of the language, are set apart to be used with re-

gard only to their sounds independent of their meaning
;
and, joined

to the character which represents the name of the genus, they indi-

cate the sound of the name of the species to be represented. Thus,

if the name of an apple be pijig, though that monosyllable may signi-

fy twenty other things, each of which has an appropriate character,

any one of those characters, simple or compound, provided it be

within the selected list, joined to the v/oxA fruit, or the word tree,

signifies either an apple or an apple-tree, as the case may be. This

class of characters the Chinese admit to be phonetic, or representa-

tive of sound, but they deny it as to all the rest, because they ascribe

to the character the sense which is attached to the significant sylla-

ble, and which the written sign only reflects.

The Chinese have other modes of employing their characters to

represent the sounds of words or proper names of foreign origin
;
but

they are not included io< the above six classes. They are fidly ex-

plained in the following Dissertation, in which 1 have endeavored to

prove that the Chinese system of writing is essentially phonetic, be-

cause the characters represent words, and words are sounds; and

because, if not connected with those sounds, they would present to

the mind no idea whatever.

The Chinese characters have been frequently compared to our

arithmetical figures, and to the various signs employed in algebra,

pharmacy, tScc., and therefore they have been called ideographic, or

representative of ideas. The comparison is just in some respects
;

because ideas being connected with the words of the language, and

those characters representing words, they may be said at the same

time to represent the ideas connected with them. Hut the compari-

son docs not hold any further. The numerical figures e.xpress idea.s



IS‘W. C/iiiiesf System of W’ritiii".

which in every language are expressed hy words hax iiig llic same

meaning, and though llieir sounds be dilVerent, the idea is the same

;

the other signs are abbreviations, np|)lied to particular sciences, and

understood only by those who are learned in them. There is no

doubt that if all languages were lormerl on the same model, and if

every word in all of them expressed with precision the same; idea,

and if they were all Ibrmed exactly like the (Jlnnese, the ('liinese

characters might be applied to all in the same mannei as onr nume-

rical figures; but tliat not being the case, those characters are tioccs-

sarily applied to a particular language, and therefore, their object not

being to represent ideas independently, but at second hand, through

the words of that particular idiom, they are tiot entitleri to the name

o( idiographic, which has been inadvertently given to them.

If this theory be found consistent with reasoti and sound Kcnse,

there will result from it a clear and natural classification of the sys-

tems of writing now known to exist on the fac-e of the earth. The
elements of language are words, syMables, and the simple sounds re-

presented by the letters of our alphabets. Those three elements are

all produced by the vocal organs; and, as all writing is made to be

read by all who understand the language to which it belongs, and to

be read aloud as well as mentally by all in the same words, and in

the same order of worils, it seems clear that the written signs must

represent or recall to the mind some one or other of those three ele-

ments; and hence we have three graphic systems, di.<tmct from each

other, but formed on the same general principle— the elrmnitary or

alphabetic, the characters of which, called Utters, represent singly

the primary elements of speech, whicli are simple souixls
; the sylla-

bic, that represents syllables which, for the most |>art, have no sense

or meaning, but only serve as elements in the composition of polysyl-

labic words; and lastly, the /<ri,grrt/r^iV, which, by means of simple

or combined signs, represent the words of a language in their entire-

ty ; and this last mode seems to be more particularly applicable to

monosyllabic languages, in which every syllable has a xsense or mean-

ing connected with it, which supplies a method for the formation of

the characters, the multiplicity of which otherwise might create con-

fusion. Nothing deserves to be called writing which does not come
within some one or another of these three classes. It might be other-

wise, if all men were born deaf and damb ; but since the habit of

speaking, acquired in their infancy, has given body and form to their

ideas, every thing w hich is not a representation of those forms, can,

*n my opinion, only be considered as an abortive attempt to make
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v isible supply tbe place of audible sijfns, whicb may have served some

limited purposes, hut never deserved to be called writing. In the

following dissertation I have considered in this point of view the

hieroglyphics of ancient Egypt, and the paintings of the Mexicans.

I will not anticipate here what I have said on those subjects. The
result is, that an ideographic system of writing is a creature of the

imagination, and that it cannot possibly exist concurrently with a

language of audible sounds.

Another object of this publication is, to discover what ground

there is for the popular notion that several nations, entirely ignorant

of each other’s oral language, communicate with each other in wri-

ting by means of the Chinese characters. As it regards nations whose

languages, like the Japanese, are polysyllabic, and have inflections

and grammatical forms, I think I have sufficiently proved that it is

impossible that they should understand the Chinese writing, unless

they have learned the Chinese language, though they may not be in

the habit of speaking it. Bat it may be otherwise with respect to

those nations whose languages are monosyllabic, and formed on the

same model with the Chinese, and who have adopted the same sys-

tem of writing. Tt cannot be denied, that to a certain extent, that

is to say, as far as words, having the same meaning in both lan-

guages, are represented by the same characters, they may so far, but

no farther, communicate with each other in writing. How far that

can be the case, can only be shown by a comparison of their lan-

guages, and of the manner in which they make use of their written

signs. For this purpose, I wish we had a more extensive vocabulary

than the one here presented, which contains oidy three hundred and

forty-three Cochinchinese words, with their corresponding signs; but

I hope it will be followed by others more copious and complete. It

is much to be regretted that the English East India Company de-

clined publishing the dictionary offered to them by the vicar aposto-

lic of Cochinchina, which probably was that composed by the venera-

ble bishop of Adran. I am not, however, disposed to blame them

for this refusal. It is well known that that illustrious body is not

deftcient in liberality, and that they have expended very large sums

in the publication of Dr. Morrison’s e.xcellent Chinese dictionaries,

for which science will ever owe them a debt of gratitude
;

it is not

astonishing, therefore, that th«y should not be willing, at least for

the present, to incur farther e.\p mse. But we must not despair of

seeing the book published
;
there are .Vsiatic societies at Paris and

London, under who.se auspices many valuable philological works
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liavf’ l)Pon broils'll! to liglil ; aiul iIutp is no ri'iison to sii|>|)osp that

tlipy will not still pnrsne that inoiitorioiis course. It wonM l>c wor-

thy of them to repnhiisli the .Asiatic graininar ol Katlici de llhodes.

It 8C0 inH now well ascerlamod, that the language of ’l’oin|mn and

that uf Cuchinchina are nearly it" not entirely the same; and with the

book, and the two vocabularies here published, a pretty clear idea

might l)c formed of the nature and character of the Anamitic dia-

lects. But to return to our rpicstion.

On examining Father .Morrone’s vocabulary, here subjoined, (No.

II.) it cannot but be observed, that in adopting the Chinese alphabet,

the Cocbinchinese appear frerpiently to have paid more attention to

the sound than to the meaning of the Chinese words to which the

characters belong. Thus the character smi, (Plate No. 14) which

in Chinese means drizzling rtiiii, is apjilied in Cochinchinese to

the word smn, thunder; the character chourntg, w hite, frost, ( 19) to

suong, the dew; ko, a lance, (:$7) to fjnn, yesterday; kjji, metal,

(2;P2) to kim, a negdie
;
po, to bring a ship to shore, (’i-'K)) to bar,

silver; tchy, fetters, (2'27) to choi, a broom,— and many other.s of the

same kind. It shows how natural it is to consider written characters

as represenUtive of sound. This, I am well aware will hardly be

credited by those sinologists who consider ideas to be inseparably in-

herent in the Chinese characters. The learned .M. Jacquel, to whom

I communicated some of these examples, apjiears disposed to consi-

der those anomalies as resulting from the addition or subtraction of

some stiokes in the running hand of the Cochinchinese, so that the

characters might always be found to be bad imitations of some which

have in Chinese the same meaning as in Cochinchinese
;
he, how-

ever, candidly acknowledges “ qne e’est phit8t trancher la difficult6

que la resoudre,” in which I entirely agree with him. At the same

time I must say, that the specimens I sent him were too few to enable

him to form a decided opinion, and that he pointed out among them

some affinities which have escaped our friendly annotator, M. de la

Falun ;
as, for instance, that the character thank, (Plate No. 80)

which in Cochinchinese means a city, has ih ; same meaning in Chi-

nese, though it also signifies walls. He has moreover observed, that

the character ben, (89) which in Cochinchinese means la partir, du

nord, de Pest, &-c., is the same with the Chinese pirn or plan, latus,

ora, terminus, (De Guignes, No. 11,109.) But these few observa-

tions, however just they appear, do not solve the question before us.

Independent of those characters which I cannot consider otherwise

than as expressive of the Cochinchinese sounds, without regard to
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the meaning which they have in China, it is evident that there are

many others, which, though Chinese in their origin, are combined

together in a manner peculiar to the Cochinchiness language; so

that, upon the whole, I cannot resist the conviction that forces itself

upon me, that the inhabitants of Anam cannot read Chinese hooks,

or converse in writing with ( tliers than their countrymen by means

of the Chinese characters, except to a very limited extent, unless

they have made a special study of those characters as applied to a

ditierent language than their own ; or, in other words, unless they

have learned Chinese.

The Cochinchinese themselves make a distinction between the

Chinese characters and their own. They call the former Chu nho,

and the latter dm noni. These the authors of the Cochinchinese

and Latin dictionary (No III.) define thus: “ Litterte Annamaticce

ad exprimendas vulgares voces, seu ad referenda Annamitica verba.”

Like the Italians, and as was common through all Europe some centu-

ries ago, they call their language the vulgar tongue, (lingua vulgaris,)

which implies that the Chinese to them, as the Latin to us, is the

learned or the classical language. They call the characters, it is

true, “ Sinico-annamitici,” but I understand them to mean the sys-

tem of writing, which in both countries is the same, though the cha-

racters frequently differ in their application or in their forms. A
scholar with them must be skilled in the Chinese and in the Anami-

tic. It is no wonder, therefore, that men who have been taught in

that manner can understand each other without speaking. As the

characters in both languages are each being the represen-

tative of a word, it is not perhaps so necessary that they should re-

member the Chinese sounds, particularly as the two languages appear

formed on the same grammatical system, though it appears to me that

the Cochinchinese is more elliptical than the Chinese, as I do not find

in it the connecting particles of the Kwan-haa, or modern Chinese.

But of these details 1 do not find myself competent to speak. I submit

them to the investigation of the learned.

I had adopted, without suflicient reflection, the popular opinion

that the Cochinchinese (spoken) language was a dialect of the Chi-

nese; but, on further examination, it does not appear to me to be the

case. By far the greatest number of the Cochinchinese words a[>-

pear to differ entirely from the Chinese. In the numerals particular-

ly, which in the Indo-European, and in the Oceanic languages, show

so great an affinity between the different idioms, there is none to be

ob.served when compared with those of the language of China. In
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llie diclioiiiiry (Nd. 111.) a \cry low words uro said l<» be “ Vo.v

Siiiico-aiimimiliL'a," and, as far as I can judge by the means of com-

parison williin my rr^acli, il rather a|)|)oars to me that tliose two

languages are not derived from oacli other. .M. Klaproth, in his Asia

I’olvgloita, lias given ns a talmlar view of one hundred and forty-

eighl Clnnese and .Vnamilic words. Out td' tltis number iliirty-nine

only show more or less allinity between the two languages. 'I'o

thirty-three out of the remaining one hundred and nine he has joined

in Italics the Chinese to the .Aiiamilic word, as il' lioth were in use

in the Anamitic countries, which may possibly by the case, in conse-

quence of the great intercourse that exists between the two nations
;

but those Sinico-anamitic words, if they are really in use, do not

belong to the original language, and therefore cannot be cited as

proofs of allinity between the two idioms. This is another subject,

in my opinion, well deserving investigation. 'I'he comparative study

of languages has hitlterto been confinerl to polysyllabic idiom.s. 'I'he

inonosyllabie languages of .Asia oiler, perhaps, a no less interesting

object to the lovers of that scietice.

I thitik proper to mention here, that somewhere iti the following

Dissertation 1 have expressed a doubt of the correctness of captain

Beechey's opinion that the language of the Loo-choo islatids is poly-

syllabic, and a dialect of the Japanese. Further examination has

satisfied me that that gentleman had good grounds for advancing that

opinion, and it is with great pleasure 1 take this opportunity of doing

him tlie justice to w hich he is entitled. At the same time it is right

that 1 should observe, that this admission does not in the least mili-

tate against the principles which I have laid down; and that if the

Loo-chooans, as appears probable, speak a polysyllabic Japanese dia-

lect. they do not apply the Chinese characters to it otherwise than

the Japanese themselves. On this subject I must refer the reader to

what 1 have said in my Dissertation, and in my letter to capt. Basil

Hall, wheie 1 think 1 have sulliciently proved that the Japanese do

not make u-ie of the Chinese characters to represent the words, but

only the syllables of their vernacular language; and there is no rea-

son to suppose that the Loo-chnoans have ilonc otherwise. If, there-

fore, they can read ami understand the ('hmese writing, il appears

to me that no reason can b? given for it'than that they have learned

that language, as is done by so many other natiotis who have adopted

the religion, the manner, and the literature of the ceh'stial empire.

'rims much, 1 have thought proper to say, by w av of introduction

to the Dissertation which iinmcdiately follows, in order to prepare
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the reader for the further developements that it contains. I have

taken this opportunity to present some views of the general subject,

which either were omitted in my letter to Mr. Vaughan for brevity’s

sake, or which did not occur to me at the time. I have done the

same in the Preface to Fath^ Morrone’s vocabulary. I hope the

reader will excuse this defect in point of method, which should not

have taken place if I had not, as I proceeded, found a wider field than

I had at first coutemplaied, and if I had not been afraid of extend-

ing my Dissertation to too great a length, not leaving sufficient room

for the important documents that are subjoined, and which are the

principal objects of this publication. The form of a letter to a friend,

which I adopted, will show that I did not at first contemplate treating

the subject so much at large as I have done
; and yet I am far from

having exhausted it. New views are constantly presenting them-

selves to me, which I must leave to others, to whose minds I have no

doubt they will also suggest themselves. I hope that at some future

day this subject will be resumed by an abler hand. It appears to me
to involve some of the most important principles of the philological

science.

Oil the whole, by the publication of this book, I have had in view

to establish the following propositions;

1. That the Chinese system of wrrting is not, as has been sup-

posed, ideographic; that its characters do not represent tV/eas, but

words, and therefore I have called it tcxigraphic.

2. That ideographic writing is a creature of the imagination, and

cannot exist, but for very limited purposes, which do not entitle it to

the name of writing.

3. That among men endowed with the gift of speech, all writing

must be a direct representation of the spoken language, and cannot

present ideas to the mind abstracted from it.

4. That all writing, as far as we know, represents language in

some of its elements, which are words, syllables, and simple sounds.

In the first case it is lexigraphic, in the second syllabic, and in the

third alphabetical or elementary.

5. That the lexigraphic system of the Chinese cannot be applied

to a polysyllabic language, having inflections and grammatical forms;

and that there is no example of its being so applied, unless partially

or occasionally, or as a special, elliptical and enigmatical mode of

communicaiion, limited in its uses; but not .as a general system of

writing, intended for common u.se.

6. That it may be applied to a monosyllabic language, formed on
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the model of the ('lline^«> ;
hut that it w ill iiecessartlj receive modili-

cations anil alteratioiia, which will produce material dift'erences m
the value and signilicatioiis of the charnctera between diti'ereiit lan-

guages, however similar in their original structure
;
and therefore,

7. 'I’hat nations, whose languages like the Japanese, and, as is

said, the Ijoo-chooan, are polysyllabic, and have inriections and gram-

matical forms, although they may employ Chinese characters in their

alphabet, cannot possibly understand Chinese books and manuscripts,

unless they have learned the Chinese language
;
and that if those

nations whose languages are monosyllabic, and who use the Chinese

characters UxigruphicaUy, can understand Chinese writings without

knowing the language, it can only be to a limited extent, which it is

one of the objects of this publication to ascertain.

Although strongly impressed with the conviction of the truth of

these propositions, it is nevertheless with great deference that I sub-

mit them to the judgment of the learned.

[Siitt. Tlie preceding paper h dated Pliiladelphia, l‘2tli February Tliat

we have i|Uolea it entire is sunie evidence of the estimation in wliicli we bold it.

Mr. Du I’onceau lias dune well in publisliiiig his essay ; but, like all bis predeces-

sors ill the same field, he seems sometimes to have groped in the dark ; and it

will yet appear that on sortie points be is in error. His work shall receive our
most carstui perusal; and he may expect to see some parts of it brought under
review. The title page, which is here subjoined, will give the reader some idea

of the book, an octavo of ;375 pages;— •.V Dissertation on the Nature and Charac-
ter of the Chinese System of \Vriling, in a letter to John Vaughan, esq. Ity I*.

S. Du Ponceau, I.I.. n.. President of the .American Philosophical Society, of the

Historical Society of Pennsylvania, anil of the .Atheiueum of Philadelphia ; Cor-
responding Member of the Institute of France, «.tc. &c. To which are subjoined,

a Vocabulary of the Cochinchinese language, by father Joseph .MorCoue, K. C,
missionary, at Saigon, with references to plates, containing the cbaracters belong-

ing to each word, and with notes, showing the degree of alhnity existing between
the Chinese and Cochinchinese languages, and the use they respectively make of
their common system of writing, by .M. de la Paliin, late consul of France at

Kichmond, in Virginia ; and a Cochinebiuese and Latin dictionary, in use among
the R. C. missions in Cocbinchina. Published by order of the .American Philo-

so|ihical Society, by their Historical and Liteniry Committee ”]

Aut. II. 7Vic rvrntful Life of Hungiroo, fotaiflrr of the Ming

(lyiinsti/: from the Unngiroo Tseuenrhoen, a Chinese trork in

ten small volumes. By a Correspondent.

W HKiiF.AS it is on record, that western writer.s have extolled the .so-

poriferotis qualities of Chinese history
;

atnl whereas it is prot ed by

VOL. MI. NO. VII. 4->
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sundry facts, that many an eager reader has fallen into the arms of

Morpheus during the perusal of it : we think and suppose it to be the

most powerful antidote against all woes, troubles, melancholy, &c.>

which may disturb the slumbers of the silent night. And being, more-

over, of a benevolent disposition, and considering in ourselves that we

can confer no greater benefit upon our fellow-mortals, then to lull

them into a sound sleep, we have undertaken to write the present his-

tory. Lest, however, any physician, from malicious or other motives,

which we cannot divine, should derogate from the power of our re-

medy, which we declare to be of our own invention, for the benefit of

mankind, we hereby give notice that, in case one does so, we shall

sue the same in a» open court of justice, and prove to the world the

excellency of our physic. And thou, gentle reader, who wilt take

the will for the deed, make fair trial of its powers : when thy mind is

agitated and wounded, take up this our essay, and tell us whether it

has not soothed thee into a delicious sleep, and inveigled thee into

dreams, that have traivspoi ted thee into a fairy land, where Hung-

woo, the l>ero of our story was forgotten, and only the splendid palace

with all its beauties appeared to thy ravished sight. Now, for all this,

I merely want to have thy certificate, that I may be encouraged to

persevere, providing similar nostrums for the benefit of the common

weal. I need rfot tell thee who I am, but thou oughtest to know, that

I, as a poor barbarian on the confines of the central kingdom, have

come under its transforming influence, and am in a fair way of being

entirely metamorphosed. What 1 now give you here, is therefore not

mine,— far be it from me to rob other people of their honor,— but it

belongs to one of my flowery friends, who lived about five centuries

ago. Thanks to his considerate care, he has often on a hot summer’s

day promoted my drowsiness, and as I, his reviewer, have no other

intention, I trust to perform the same office by this essay for the

reader, when he is seated at the cheerful fireside in winter. Here

ends the preface and introduction, which, against all rules, I have

written fi-rst : and now for the history.

Though our celestial friends are very cunning and clever, qualities

which none ever denied to them, yet when it comes to hard blows,

they are invariably worsted, and make either a polite apology, or sub-

mit to necessity. Now this is rather a good quality, and it is certain-

ly making the best of a bad bargain,— such conduct we hold up as an

example to ignorant barbarians, who are always full of strife. Having

thus commenced with this sagacious axiom, and put the indulgent

reader upon his guard, that he must expect nrany wholesome lessons.



|s;{> I/tf, of Htw"woo.

interspersed witli the rclatio i of the moit wonderfid events, we

proceed.

^ Now it happened in tlie tliirtoenth century of our era, that some

poor wretched barbarians, living on the frontiers of Siberia, thought

it a very h.ird thing, that they sliould pass all their d lys under snow

and ice, whilst beings made of the same tlesh and blood revelled in

all the luxuries of the soutli. They therefore held a council, in which

it was determined to f illow the llight of the wild goose in winter, a

bird which in their humble opinion ought to get more credit for its

sagacity, than stupidity
;
— but this is a mere matter of taste, and

thus we shall leave it. They had very few goods and chattels, and

all these they soon packed on their gaunt horses and lean camelsi

and so went oli’. We can scarcely say, they left their homes, for

really they were citizens of the world, and had moreover the crude

idea, that whatever was seizable and came within their grasp was

their own. To free the reader from suspense, we tell him, at once,

that we are talking of the Mongols, and if he wishes to liave more

insight into the character of these gentry, let him consult friar Carpi’s

relation, and tite old German Chronicles, in which he will find many

encomiums respecting them. \Ve had almost forgotten to say, that

tlie Russians, on account of having had tlie honor of calling them for

several centuries their masters, caf> tell many an interesting story

alvout them, and often do so even to this day. 'I'liese then are

niy authorities, which are genuine and conclu-^ive.

For people accustomed from their cliddhood to incessant hardships,

there existed scarcely any fatigues; for it reijuired a day of hard

labor to obtain just so much food from the snowy deserts as to

keep soul and body together, and, notwithstanding their inurement

arising from so many toils, they were often doomed to die of starva-

tion. Home may be very sweet, but nobody likes to starve in it.

Once, therefore, having bidden farewell to the icy mountains, and

found their way, through snows knee-deep to a more genial region,

all the traces of their former habitations were oblrterated, and. strange

to say, they buried the remembrance of their tents for nearly a cen-

tury in oblivion, until the kind Chinese reminded them of all their

lost romforts, and very good natiiredly sent them back, attended by a

military convoy, lest haply they might stray from the way. Ilow

this happened we are now going to relate.

SupjK)sing that all our readers are well acquainted with geography,

we have only to mention, that Central Asia is an immense plateau,

where there grows scarcely any thing but a little stunted grass, where
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sand is plentiful, and many shining p. hldes^are to be found, so bright

that any but a lapidary might lake them for diamonds. But these,

though they may glitter much in the sun, and please the naturalist,

are yet by the traveler found to be excessively hard, and he would

perhaps thank the jeweller, who might attach value to them, so as to

prevail upon some Jew or other to collect them all. This is, however,

still a thing more to be desired than hoped for, and we merely give

notice of these unheeded treasures (vide Russian embassies), in case

any may think them worthy of attention. Through this delightful

country the Mongols in their southward progress hastened, but there

were already some tribes, who thought they had a better claim to the

soil, and therefore did not receive their guests with the honors due to

them. A quarrel very naturally ensued, and the Mongols saw very

plainly, that they must fight their way in order to get to the south,

steam carriages being at that time not yet in use. Though this had

its inconveniences like every thing in life, yet it had also its advan-

tages, for they learnt thereby to fight, and that was a great acquisi-

tion. For a considerable time, things went on in this way, but as

one tribe after another was vanquished, most of the nomades by com-

mon consent thought it more conducive to their welfare to follow the

Mongol standards at once, than to dispute their superiority. The
farther they wondered the greater grew their numbers,— and with

what hard names could we regale our w'estern scholars, if we were to

enumerate all the hordes, which in the course of time became part-

ners in their fortunes and woes. But we have already too often put

the patience of sundry students in this manner to the test, and there-

fore abstain from this infliction. Like as a snowball, when rolled

down a declivity (as w'e used to roll snowballs in our youth), become*

inperceptibly larger and larger, so also the Mongol forces increased,

till men beheld them, in the beginning of the thirteenth century,

a complete avalanche.

But things could not always go on at this rate, and when these

w anderers finally came to the frontiers of the Kin empire, they were

not only requested not to move any farther, but were even desired to

pay tribute for being allowed to dwell where they were in safety.

Having no alternative, they yielded like wise men to circumstances,

and became, in the language of the Kin court, hnm^ble ratals, most

reverentially obedient— like the kings of the west. .As for those

Kin, they had in times of yore been called Kent he, and lived on the

banks of tlie Black Dragon River (Hihlung keiing, as the Chinese

have ii), and had from smiilai motives removed to the south. 'I'here
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llii'v lirst overthrow tons, a Tarl<ar liordo, w ho had for iiiaiiy a

year dictated laws to Clmia, and were surpnzt'd that their less civi-

lized hrethern wished to niiitate their exaiii|)le. The Chinese at

first rejoiceil at their feats, and s«'nt them presents with sundry exhor-

tations to persevre in their career, hut it now hecaine their torn to de-

termine the iHium and (iiiim, nlM)iit which there was a great ado. It

might have come to a lawsuit and more diplomatic conferences, it

tlie Kin had not found out that actual possession was nine points of

the law, and, instead of w riting much about their just claims, seized

upon all the territory to the north of Hwang ho and the river Ilwae.

People cannot always tight, and it was agreed between both parties,

that each of them should keep as much territory as he could defend.

This was one third of China, comprising most of the northern pro-

vinces, Cheihle, Shantung, Shanse, Shense, Honan, all under the. rule

of barbarians. They had been in (juiet possession of these fertile tracts

for alK)ut a century, and had given np the idea of ceding them to any

body,— for they lived upon these manors as confortably as the Man-

tchous of the present day,— when lo! the AKmj^ols put in a word, and

foolishly imagined, that they had ati equal right to the booty. At

that time the terrible Geyi^his was their chief, and as this hero

thought to claim tlie whole globe as his rightful possession, to which

he was entitled hy the decree of heaven, he naturally also included

the Kin monarchy. Not being much addicted to fanciful therories,

he immediately dispatched the veterans of the desert, and within a

few years all northern China was prastrate before him

The Chinese lived at that time under a line of princes, w ho, by

their ill success against the hun, had lost all courage and inlluence.

Availing themselves of this fair opjvortunity of punishing their haled

enemies, they concluded an alliance with the Mongols, and very na-

turally thought, that when the common enemy was vanquished, they

would share the spoil. Rut in this expectation they were greatly mis-

taken, the successor of Genghis never intended such a thing, and

had long ago predetermined iqioii taking tlie lion’s share. To anti-

cipate this generous intention, the Chinese began to take possession

of all the most important fortresses to the south of the \ ellow river,

in order to secure their frontier against future invasion. This was a

patriotic act, and iiiiist have seemed praiseworthy in the eyes of every

one except the Mongols, in whose opinion, however, it was an open

act of treachery. However lo waste no time in fruitless negotiations,

for which the Tartars have never shown much inclination, they dc-
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it terminated by finally putting the Clii nese u nder the necessity of

acknowledging Kublai, a Mo n^rpl ch ief, for their emperor. Were we

now going to relate all the feats of valor which there were exhibited,

we might easily persuade the reader, that (^hina has had more than

one Leonidas, Alcibiades, Scipio, or Cato; but this is not at present

our purpose, and we leave it to a more convenient time
;
but prove

it we will, in the face of the whole world.

The Mongols had thus arrived at the goal of their wishes, and now

they commenced sleeping upon their laurels, like the Mantchous of the

present day, whilst they very rapaciously appropriated to themselves

the hard earned possessions, of the ^hinese. These at first, seeing no

alternative, gave willingly whatsoever was demanded, for they were

kept in constant terror; but afterwards, when they had found out

that their masters were not exactly invincible, they rather parted with

their chattels with grumbling. In this state things were, when the

Mongols, quite out of their element, grew every day more stupid and

lazy, and one generation after another effeminate. It is true they

had the name of having conquered the country, like the eight stan-

dards at Peking, and this was also on record
;
but it was equally out

of tbe question, that they could again fight over the battles of their

ancestors. Though Chinese eyes are very small, they .still enable

their owners to pry into matters, and though not exactly piercing

through a mill-stone, they often perform all the offices of a spyglass

and microscope. They therefore soon perceived, that all was not

right, and merely waited for an opportunity to show how much they

despised their insolent lords.

So many particulars, of a general nature, have we thought it right

to give the reader, before entering into the details of our narration,

having herein done exactly what the original writer intended, we have

cleared all the way before us, ere launching forth into a long story.

Eight Mongol emperors had sat upon the throne, and though

they showed at first very great vigor of mind, it was soon found out,

that a luxurious court, and all the enjoyments which a mortal can

desire, when actually partaken of, ruin a prince. But having no-

thing to do with heroes or with men like Sardanapalus, we come at

once down to the last of that race, Shunte, whom we with more de-

cency wish to give his real name, Tohwan Timur. He was only a

boy of 13 years when he came to the throne, very timid and devoid

of talent, some people even called him stupid. M'omen reigned at

court, ministers took the law into their hands, and the eunuchs were

the real messengers and go-betweens, who arranged and deranged
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evory tiling. Nolw ithsumling llii‘ir uHiciousness, iliowever, ihiiigs

went wrong; at lirst there were sevnal omens: eartlKiunkes, and the

rani of bloinly Im r and sundry other things, whicli could torhode no-

thing hut ill, happened; then again some prince oi'llie blood, think-

ing he had a greater right to the royal diadem, conspired and even

assaulted the palace. These attempts, however, cost dear, and even

the empress dowager, who was an accomplice, forfeited her life.

Such serious events made no impression upon the imperial youth,

who like all boys of his age preferred jilay to business.

Scarcely h:id he reached his 17th year, when ifnsurgents in four

ditferent places, without beitig cotinectcd with each other, declared

simultaneously their intention to subvert the reigiiitig dynasty. Two
of them rose in the famous province Kwangtuiig, but as this was at a

very great distance from the ca|)rtal, the emperor cared as little about

it as our venerable 'i'aoukwang; matters were however discussed in

council, and one amongst tire ministers declared, that these revolts

ought to be ascribed to the avarice of the Mongol otlicers, who bur-

dened the unhappy people beyond endurance. This was a homely

truth which the young prince could not digest. .At a public audi-

ence, he therefore addressed his ministers, saying : I have been five

years on the throne, and perceive that the government is in a state of

confusion, so that 1 am restless day and night, and can never enjoy

myself. I ask, my lords, whether you cannot |>repare for me any

pastime? One of those present, called Satun, speedily answered, let

us enjoy life, carouse aixl drink, and you may make sure of real

mirth. This was an answer that plea.sed, but which, to say the least,

was utterly erroneous, as we shall see in the sequel. .Airother states-

man, who was present, suggested to the emperor to kill tire insidious

counsellor, ami (pioted several instances, where love of pleasure had

accelerated the ruin of princes. This being undeniable, rhe prince

very generously wished to bestow valuable presents upon the speaker,

but he refused all, saying that his only reward was to do his duty.

Ciieatly content with the issue of his admonition, the faithful minister

rejoiced in the unavoidable tall of his enemy, when some unfore.seen

circumstances deranged the whole plan. .A creature of Satun, the

depraved courtier, had on the same day collected a company of most

beautiful play actresses, and was just wending his way towards the

palace. Whom should he meet at the outskirts but Satun, with a

clouded brow and a look bespeaking utter distress. He immediately

engaged himself to settle the .subject of his uneasiness, went under

the windows of the harem, and presented to the astonished queen his
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cortege. From this moment the prince’s mind was cliairged, and as

soon as he had given audience, he immediately repaired to the inner

apartment, and there spent day and night in witnessing plays. On
a certain niglit lie fell weary on his couch and then dreamt, that ants

and svasjis filled the harem. Having ordered his attendants to sweep

the hall, there started forth from the south, a man dressed in purple,

who bore on his left shoulder the sign of the sun and on his right the

moon
;

in his hand he held a besom and soon swept the whole clear.

The emperor hastily asked, who are you ? The stranger did not

answer, but drew his sword, and made towards the emperor. Wish-

ing to avoid him, he endeavored to run out of the palace, the door of

which the man clad in purple immediately shut. The frightened

monarch called aloud for the assistance of his servants, and imme-

nliately awoke. Now, gentle reader, we should not have told this dream

j
(for what has a dream to do with history?) but that thou art to know,

that it refers to the hero of our story, and therefore we had to make

mention of the same in common justice. But let us go on. His ma-

jesty was just relating his curious dream to his dear spouse, when on

a sudden a tremendous crash, resembling a clap of thunder, was

heard. The soothsayers were just interpreting what the said dream

might signify, when all as one man ran to ascertain the cause of

this noise. They then found that a wing of the palace had fallen in,

and that under it a deep cavern from whence ascended black vapor

was to be seen. Anxious to ascertain what it might contain, a cri-

minal sentenced to death was let down, and he brought up a stone

tablet, upon which, in the obscure language of a Sybil a sudden

revolution, coming from the southeast, and the expulsion of the Mon-

gols, was foretold. Nobody however would understand the meaning of

*
it in this way, but the courtiers suggested, that it was necessary to

change the name of the reign, which would at once settle the matter.

In the meanwhile the chasm closed, and the credulous monarch gave

himself up to the superstitious rites of Budhist priests and to the

most infamous debaucheries. Inaccessible to all but the companions

of his vices, the government of .such an extensive empire was entire-

ly neglected, and whilst robbers traversed the land with impunity,

the mo.st dreadful scourges from on high afflicted the suffering na-

tion. .\11 was ripe for revolt, and a leader only was wanted.

Now we shall leave the palace a while, and descend to a temple in

order to tell the reader what events happened there. In Keiingsoo

there is a place called Tungyang foo, where very likely none of my

readers have been, and in its neighborhood is a borough of the name
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of Climii'lelMiig liriiiig. Close to it is a most romuiitic It-mplf, wln-re

it iimnUer of fat priests enjoved llu* pluasiiros of an imiolnit life, <)n

n cold winter's day, the abltot assend>lcd all Ids bretliern, and loM

tlieni that he wished to spend the evening in contemplation, and

ought not therefore to bt' disturbed. He suddenly found himself trans-

ported to the elysinm of all the idols he worship|)ed, and there was

o|)en court held, in as precise a manner as at Peking, the ancient Vu
hwang presiding. The general conversation of the gods referred to

the troubles which then disturbed the empire, and they were unani-

mously of o|)inion, that a sage ought to be born, in order to set mat-

ters to rights. At first they thought it best, that some one worthy of

a glorious age should again enter the womb of a virtuous woman, but

since those good kings bad in the meanwhile been metamorphosed

into stars, they did not relish tlie proposed change. 'J'heir silence

prevailed u|>on all the other constellations to decline the honor, until

two little prying things, (of which we do not know e.xactly the names

in English, they keeping tlmir court somewhere in the neighliorhood

of the Great Bear,) after much wriggling and coyness, just took gently

the sun and moon in their h inds, and putting them together, agreed,

that the name of the new dynasty should be .Ming (fl/j Brightness,

compo.sed of the sun and moon united) and that one of the lumina-l

ries should become emperor, and tlie other his consort (that is, thel

male and female principles of the Dualism should rule the world in

righteousness). This being notified, they agreed to take, iie.\t year

in the ninth mouth, their departure to the earth. The grand ques-

tion was now to find out, what family was worthy to bring the new
sovereigns into the world, and this caused amazing trouble, for only

to sterling virtue during several generations was this honor to be

awarded. In the meanwhile the entranced priest was sent about his

business, and found on awakening, that he was laving on a hard,

cold, couch, in a room very ditfereut from the blissful regions which

he had just left. lieing however of a very iinjuisitive cast of mind

he regretted not having impiired the names of the iieojilc who were to

produce the future august personages, ami determined, in order to get

at the secret at once, to transport himself, by rigid abstraction which
|

is done by looking steadily at ones navel, to the idols’ court. But

there he was told, that heaven’s decrees ought not to be betrayed,

and that he must patiently wait until they were e.xecuted. M e have

no space to translate the whole passage, for otherwise we might have

proved to the world that the ll jwery nation is not defective in ima-

giniLtive powers, and might moreover have given to our astronomers,

VOI.. VII, .NO. VII, 4(>
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who constantly talk of fi.\ed stars and immense distances, some very

useful hints. All this however is lost to the public.

Time, always on the wing, sped on, and the old abbot had nearly

forgotten his nightly vision, when on a sudden he was informed, that

the true heaven’s son had now come. Anxiously he looked about,

at the foot of the hill near which he stood, to perceive this wonderful

personage, when lo ! to his disappointment, he perceived a poor va-

grant-looking man, with his pregnant wife, who told him in a few

words that he had been driven from his home by Mongols, and was

just now in quest of a relation, hoping to earn with him in future his

livelihood by spinning. Now this was so completely prosaical, and

so diametrically opposite to all poetical fancy^ that the poor priest’s

heart sunk, and he retained- scarcely courage to ask the hopeless

stranger, who could move no farther, to take up his abode in the

neighboring village. Tliis man’s name was Choo Shechin, and to

let the reader at once behind the curtain, we must tell him that

he was the parent of the hero of our story. So we have then

finally brought the story, after many pages of sundry discourses, up

to the birth of Hnngwoo; this process is what people call book

making.

On the follow'ing day the old friar received from a stranger, who

immediately afterwards disappeared, a pill to facilitate the delivering

of the said lady. When her hour was come, the villagers heard the

music of the spheres, the very birds fluttered about rejoioing, and a

brilliant halo jiroceeding from the sun was reflected by the clouds.

Under all these phenomena, the child came into the world, and the

bolus, when eaten by his mother, filled the room with the sweetest

perfume. His father then went out bathing, and there floated down

the river, as it very seldom happens, a splendid piece of red satin, of

which he immediately made a dress for the babe. lie was yet a

puling infant, when his father presented him before the idols, where

he received the name of Choo Yuenlung. Poverty obliged the for-

mer to leave the place with his three elder children, and hire himself

as a common laborer, whilst Choo Yuenlung, who frequently played

about in the temple, was appointed to the honorable station of cow-

boy. When rambling with the other boys over hill and dale, they

j>roposed to play the emperor, and for this purpose raised a mound of

earth, which was to lepresent the throne. All the urchins surround-

ed it, but none of them dared to personify the monarch, until Ilung-

woo, the name by which we shall in future call him, ascended it, and

! with a most gracious and grave air received the homage of his play-
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mates. Tliis being Iroquenlly repealed, gave limi a great name am(>ng.>it

these little I'ellows, and he had moreover the knack of making his

cows march in a row like soldiers, to show what tinally might be-

come of him, if he were a general. In one of these frolics he killed

a calf, took some brushwood, roasted the llesh, and then feasted upon

it with some of his companions. To avoid all suspicion he put the

tail in the fissure of a rock, and when his master was looking out lor

the heifer, he pointed to the place. He might easily have persiiailed

him, that the animal had fallen down and broken its neck, if the

otiicr hoys had not betrayed the secret. 'I’lie owner turned him

therefore out of doors, and though now a stout lad of seventeen, he

had not wherewithal to buy a dinner.

It was just about this lime, that many died of infectious diseases,

amongst them also his parents and his eldest brother. He could

scarcely collect sulHcient money to buy a cothn, and the three bro-

thers set to work to dig a grave. Suddenly there came thunder and

lightning, the heavens were darkened, and some kind fairies perform-

ed the task of erecting a splendid mausoleum in the interval; this

was at all events cheap work, and they never claimed .so much as

their thanks. His two brothers could get work, hut he himself was

looked upon as a useless fellow, and could just obtain admitt ince

to the temple, where his friend the old ahhol lived. Whether he in

his dotage still rememhered the celestial vision, and contemplated the

future grandeur of his pupil, we do not know, hut he received the

youth amongst the prijyJLliood, and here he was invested with the

dignified employ of sculjion. L'n fortunately for him, as our author

says, his old friend went to heaven. The other hon/.es, envying the

favor he had hitherto enjoyed, began to treat him harshly as soon as

they saw him unprotected. One day they actually shut him out, and

let him bivouac under the stormy firinament of heaven. Having

.sung a few stanzas, *in praise of the azure canopy stretched out like

a silken tent, and of the genial earth his carpel for the night, he called

upon sun, moon, and stars to he the companions of his sleep, and then

quickly laid down. The idols then held a council, and ilecided, that

It was very conducive to his future intere.sts that he should be prepar-

ed by sutrering. However, under the present circumstances, a pleasant

dream could do him no harm, and .Morpheus was therefore ordered

to do his best. Soon did Hungwoo perceive a stork tlying towards

the southea.st, to whom all the birds gave place. Finally he observed

a throne of scarlet color, on which two images were sealed ; and then

again came some persons who presented him with a purple robe-



Ilungwoo’s wni(lerol)e was ratlior llie worse Ojr wear, and lie consi-

dered this procedure as the most important part of the dream
;
when

lo ! on trying to put on tliis fine garment, lie felt, to his very great

annoyance, that it had been a dream, and that he was as scantly

dressed as ever before. The next morning the new abbot called the

whole fraternity together, and tohi them, that at some distance from

the temple there was a lake, on the banks of which a great tleal of

jungle grew. Each of you, he continued, ought to go thither by turns

to cut fuel for the use of the kitchen. Poor Hungwoo was naturally

the first to whose share this labor fell, on a very rainy and windy

day. However, he managed to reach the thicket, but whilst engaged

in cutting firewood, he fell so deep into the marsh, that he, according

to all probability, would have been suffocated, if some officious spirits

had not only dragged him out, but also cut a good deal of fuel for

him. Having done this, they also carried it home for him, and filled

not only the kitcheif, bi|t also the court with wood. The priests in

the meanwhile, not seeing him return, supposed him to be lost, and

felt inward satisfaction that the obnoxious favorite was finally put out

of the way. IIow amazed were they the next day, when they found

all the avenues blocked up with fuel, and Hungwoo soundly sleeping

under a shed. Hitherto he had borne his misfortunes patiently, but

as he got only abuse for this signal service, he decamped, found out

a female relation, but could obtain no means of gaining a livelihood.

The reader will likely blame us that we bring so many supernatu-

|ral things into the story
;
but we must assure him, that we are most

faithful chroniclers, and do nothing else but what Homer and his

fellows have done long before ns, exactly in conformity with the Chi-

nese original. And this brings us again upon anothor subject, which

we put in here as an episode : viz., there have been barbarians in

Paris, as well as in London, who boldly asserted, that the poetry of

the central kingdom was a mere jargon, whilst others wish to hint,

that they never had anything in the shape of an epic. Now to the

first gentlemen we have merely to give this advice, that they read pa-

tiently our celestial bards; and the latter we assure, that if the present

work were in rhyme, which unfortunately it is not, it would be an

epic. This error being removed, we pursue the chain of our story.

Hungwoo finally obtained employ with his maternal uncle. It

was summer, and our hero having never troubled himself very much

about books, was now for the first time, when in his 18th year, sent

to school. Here, however, he had to suffer very much from hunger,

until a compa.ssionate d.imsel occasionally supplied him with a few
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rakfs. lie was «Ieliuliiriilly en^fagial in eating llie.-e, wlieit his imcle

sutiimuneii liiiii lo wlieel a harrow, loaded with to the nearest

city' Bidding farewell to all the drudgery of learning, he connncnced

his journey. An nnforlnnate unarrel, in which he and his relation

engaged, |)rodnced blows, and their antagonist was laid lifeless on

the ground. This was r ither a ticklish atVair, and on meeting a

nuinher of lusty fellows, who like him had nothing to lose and all lo

gain, he joined them as a boon coin[)anion. From this moment dates

his greatness.

Being obliged lo enter into the house of one of the above idlers on

account of the heavy rain, the clowns told him, that the true heaven’s

son being, by all accounts, born somewhere in the neighborhood, they

had gone out this morning in search of him, since a 'raou pr irst had

told them, that they would meet him on the road
;

but we have wait-

ed, said they, the whole day and have not seen him. When llung-

woo had gone to bed, all these six boon coin|)anions said lo each

other, this iiimt really answers the description given to us. They

were, therefore, desirous of acknowledging him as a leader, when the

villages surrounded the house with cries of fire. .\ll hastened to a

back room, where the tlame had broken out, but how great was their

astonishment ro perceive, that a streak of red light encircled the ad- ^
venturer, who was however hard asleep and iinconsicous of his light-

some abode ! On the following morning they all went together to

market, and as the plums fetched a very good price, Ilungwoo

pocketed the money for his own use, and went in .search of new ad-

vetitures. ’I'he first thing he fell in with, worthy of recording, was

a gymnastic hall, where some athletic prize-fighters engaged his at-
—

tention, and made him desirous of trying his own strength. Some
soldiers happened lo pass, and observing the company had come to

blows, they wished to seize the offenders. These, however, saved

themselves by flight, and took refuge in a temple, which Ilungwoo in

a moinent of bad humor burnt down lo the ground. But he was

soon admonished in a dream to rebuild the same more splendidly, and

as he gave his promise to the idol, he also kept it when he was etn-<-

ppror.— Most biographers represent their subjects as pure as angels,

but we ourselves, though intimate friends of Ilungwoo, love naked

truth more than we do his memory, and we must be plain. If how-

ever the courteous reader will wait a little, we shall soon show him

how things may change a regular villain into a doughty hero.

On lliingwoo’s return to his uncle’s house, he met tinmbers of

brave men on the road side, who, having heard ol his feats, followed
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witlioiit liesitalioii. With this crowd he came to visit his astonished

relation. At that jtei iod larire hands of robbers traversed the land,

and whenever there was a resolute man, it was in his power soon to

become a powerful chief Kwang Heiing, his uncle, who had been de-

nounced to government for the murder of a police runner, consider-

ing it impossible to elude justice, declared himself, on the strength of

his nejihew’s cortege, king— a most wonderful elevation. To show

moreover his gratitude, he nominated Hungwoo his generalissimo,

and married him to his foster-daughter, who had previously supplied

him with cakes, when he was starving at school. As these freeboot-

ers had nothing to depend upon, but what they took by violence,

they soon became formidable in the neighhorhood. Many industrious

peasants naturally thought, that it was in vain to plough the fields,

whilst others ate the fruits thereof, and therefore joined the robbers.

As soon, however, as the forces amounted to several thousands, Hung-

woo issued strict orders, that no Chinese should be molested on any

account, and that their war should be solely with the Mongols. This

was, however, not a regulation similar to those which are put on record

at the governor’s office in Canton— no such thing— whosoever of-

ended against the law lost his head without mercy or reprieve. This

order being rigorously executed added respectability to his host; he

appeared no longer as an adventurer, but under the honorable appel-

lation of patriot. The men most famous for bravery flocked in

crowds to his standards, and showing themselves in battle array be-

fore a fortress, of which the commander was a Chinese, they sug-

gested to him, that to serve a vicious foreign prince was not consistent

with the duty of a friend to his country, and that he ought therefore

to come over to them. Persuasion availed in this instance more than

arms, and the same officer, who held a commission from the Mongols,

I became afterwards one of the most ardent champions of the liberties

of the Chinese. Our author now takes occasion to describe the

patriotic army, than which there could be nothing more splendid.

All the soldiers were clad in mo.st brilliant armor, which enclosed

their bodies like the scales of fishes. Their swords and spears glit-

tering in the sun, their bright helmets and coats of mail, according

with the strong cross-bows that hung over their shoulders, exhibited

a sight which might have made the stoutest Mongol cjuake. In

reading this passage we almost imagined, that the author wished to

portray Godfrey of Bouillon’s knights, when they went on their first

crusade, and paraded before the emperor Alexius. But we soon

found out, that China had al.so its chivalry, and this being a discovery.
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\v«- now miikn it known to tin' world. licrocs Inid morfovi-r

rtoniplliinir of wliicli tln> t'ainons crii'indors novor thonglit
;

to wit,

a ciirtridge-liox, with <ix or seven iron hnllols, which they hurled

arjainst tlic iieads of tlieir ein'inies with a noise reseinhliim tlinndor.

Wo read nothing about matchlocks, hut the (’hinese at that period

had a kind of tubes from whicli they discharged these missiles.

The country was in such an unsettled state and the finances so

utterly deranged, that at first no notice of these jirocr'eilings was

taken by government. When, however, llungwoo grew more and

more bold, and defied whole batallions, tlie Mongol magistrates re-

solved upon crushing the rebel. Tor this purpose they collected all

the troops of the neighboring districts; but whilst yet preparing for

battle, they were attacked on all sides. Amongst the banners that

were foremost in breaking the enemy’s centre, llungwoo’s red ensirrn

tioated highest, atid to his tactics and furious charge the victory of

the first engagement was jirincipally owing. Burning with desire to

wipe otf this disgrace, the enemy assembled a second army. Tlie

Cdiinese however had been beforehand, and planted (would the rea-

der believe it?) batteries in flank and rear of the hostile army. M’here

they got the cannon we cannot tell
;
but the Mongols were so much

terrified at the tremendous noise that they fled in consternation,

llungwoo was just seated in his tent and musing over the fortunes of

the day, when a Taou jariest entered to tell him his good fate, gave

him sundry warnings, and promised to be his .Mentor. But there was

not much time to philosophize or ask the .soothsayers— a host more

numerous than ever before enveloped the tittle band of patriots. In this

emergency llungwoo adopted the only alternative, which Frederic

the Great and Napoleon found to answer so many purposes. He
condensed his regiments, and before the hostile armies could be

collected, attacked and routed them in detail. .\t this time ho also

took prisoners two generals, whom he had decapitated before his

tent. .\nd thus the first campaign was finished. Some unimportant

skirmishes very soon took place which always turned to the advan-

taije of the ('hinese.

'I'he dealer in fruits who had been raised from a pedlar to a king,

did not long enjoy tins dignity, .\fter those splendid victories, he

experienced soon, that all was vanity and vexation of spirit. Having

contracted an inveterate disease, he ilied in the arms of his affection-

ate nepliew. The oibcers immediately assembled and wished to

proclaim llungwoo as his successor, but he was to humble too assume

the diadem, and iiio.st willingly yieldcil the ihronc to his cousin, an
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inexperienced youlh. For this generosity, as is often tlie case

in this world, he was ill rewarded, some haughty general wished to

take away his life, and on a splendid entertainment, at which Ilung-

woo was present, he had already drawn his sword to pierce the rising

hero, when another officer >tahl»ed the miscreant on the spot. The
future emperor escaped, but his mind was scared, and for the first

time in his life, he felt that in the midst of success and wordly great-

ness, a man may be still miserable. These erents bring us down to

the year l:i36.

We must now far a short time return to the palace which we so

very unceremoniously left. It will be remembered, that the emperor,

whilst the whole country was in a state of insurrection, amused him-

self with dancing girls and Lama priests. But he had still a very

faithful minister, who, notwithstanding the general corruption, di-

rected the military operations of the Mongols, and kept the rebels at

least at bay. Being bowerer at variance with the emperors minion,

who was called Hama, he was first exiled and then beheaded. The

author of so much misery, the infamous Hama, became then prime

minister, and tyrannized not only over the country but also over his

sovereign. When he had obtained everything he wished from the

roval slave, he fi.oally proposed his abdication in favor of his son.

But affairs took, in a very short time, a turn so disastrous, that it was

the general opinion of the court to withdraw with the utmost speed to

the desert, from whence the first conquerors had emerged.

It would take us a good while to explain how these things came to

pass, and then we should have to write odd names of men long gone

bv, who considered themselves entitled to the highest dignities, and

followed the profession of mere robbers. We should also have to tell

how a scion of the former Sung dyna.=ty declared himself emperor,

and alwars acted the part of an highwayman. Then again we

should have to mention, that the seas were infested with pirates, that

had no less than 3J'>0 (!) vessels at their command; and at the end

we should have to state, that year after year slaughter and carnage

never ceased. We shall, however, take good care not to do so, lest

we might eutirelv lose sight of our hero, and fill the mind of the read-

er with horror, whilst it is our only object to make him pay a tribute

of admiration to Hungwoo.

Of all things that most shocked the nation at large, was a prop<>sal

to change the l>ed of the Hwang ho. Now every body knows that this

is a most vicious river, and is never content with its natural domain,

but IS alwavs usurping the adjacent territory. Since the .Mongols
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had repeiiedlj lost ihe tribute, which wa? brought on its waters of the

Great Canal, thought it prudent to reduce its inipetuoeity by sending

volumes of its waters into canals newly dug. Fur this pur|Htse they

had sent a surveyor to the spot, who declared the project practicable.

Now in .\inerica and any other Christian country, the people hue

the laborers and give them a certain sum per diem, but the Mongols

thought this a process too tedious, and driving immense masses of

peasants together, they paid them only with hard blows and scanty

fare. 'I'his being by an overwhelming majority voted to be no adequate

remuneration, the peasantry bid their task-masters depart, and then

endeavored to pay themselves by traversing in numerous troops the

country and taking everything that came in their way. This w as the

centre from whence ail other rebellions in endless succession radiat-

ed and received strength, and which put Hungwoo in a condition to

make up the losses of his army by new levies. His soldiers were in

such high spiriu, that on a certain occasion when a dangerous enter-

prize was to be entereil up<in, two generals wished actually to fight a

duel, in order to decide wtio shuuhi lead the van and brave the hrst

onset; such things we believe do not fretjuenlly happen in a Chinese

army now-a-days.

The grand principles on which Hungwoo waged war, were, to gain

all hearts by kindness, and to try hrst every means of persuasion be-

i«>re he drew the sword. Under such circumstances he was welcome;

even when he appeared as an enemy, his heart overflowed with bene-

volence, and the only cruelties he committed were against the .Mon-

gols. He moreover contrived to have a military chest and magazines,

aud. instead of allowing his soldiers to plunder, he paid then well and

thus kept the marauders in order. Such behavior attracted much

notice, and a fierce pirate chief, who ravaged the coast, sent an envoy

to propose an alliance. M'halever scruples Hungwoo might at first

have had to league with buccaneers, necessity forced him into a trea-

ty, and from this moment he directed his steps towards Chekeang, in

order to keep up his communication with the sea. But he had to

cross the Vaiigtsze keang, to fight first a very bloody battle on the

water, before he could compass his purpose. This is as minutely

described by our writer a? the battle of the Nile by the English news-

papers, and if we may believe the Chinese biographers, it w as also as

furiously contested, and ended in the utter defeat of the enemy and

the burning of his vessels. Do not smile, dear reader; you will find

in these annals mention made of stones which were thrown from

mortars into the hulks of the opposing roen-of-war and sunk them

V oL. VII. NO. VII. 47
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clear. They got finally such a zest for these naval battles, that they

considered them as a real pastime. To dwell much longer upon the

various marches and couniermarches of Hungwoo we deem by no

means a fit employment, and we shall therefore select only a few of

the most striking events.

The Mongols, as soon as they had refitted their army, appeared

naturally again in the field. Tins time however the victory was not

easily bought by the Chinese, yet their irresistible valor stood proof

against the despair of the enemy. The commander-in-chief Hed with

unmanly haste, and being hotly pursued surrendered to Hungwoo.

As soon as he appeared in the presence of the prince, the officers in

waiting, reading something sinister in the general’s countenance with-

out consulting Lavater, advised him to execute the prisoner on the

spot. Though the Chinese hero had made the same remark, he did

not consider it consistent with justice to execute a man who had sur-

rendered of his own accord, and he entrusted on trial a small troop

of horse to his command. Before accepting this commission, he

. swore (near a slaughtered horse, the object most sacred to a Tartar)

fidelity to his new master, and imprecated upon himself the most

dreadful curses, if he should not prove faithful. A few days after-

wards Hungwoo had undergone many hardships, and it was expected

that he would early retire to his tent. The renegade had marked

this propitious moment, and softly stole towards the entrance, hur-

riedly burying his dagger in the bed clothes. The alarm was imme-

diately given by the sentinel, but the assassin had time enough to

save himself by flight, and was not heard of for many months. In

one of the engagements, however, a Chinese officer, on perceiving

him, darted his javelin at him, which he most dextrously avoided.

In the midst of the coitfusion he .enfangled his foot in the stirrup, lost

his balance, and was dragged by the restive horse to a considerable

distance. When nearly expiring from the bruises he had received,

his antagonist rode up to him, and ran his sabre through his heart

in recompense for his treachery.

When the combat in the south was hottest, Hungwoo kept his

court at Kinling, directed from a distance the military operations,

and endeavored to extend his power towards the north. Trophy after

trophy was sent thither by his generals, and city after city yielded to

his arms. Flushed with victory, the soldiers demanded, that he should

declare himself emperor at once
;

for such ^ suggestion however he

had no ears, for how, said he, can a petty chief who holds tempora-

ry po.ssission of rank in the empire, declare himself sovereign ol
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such ail extensive country f Bui as lie himself so ohsiinalely rt-lused

to take the title, dragons and serpents who entwined themselves

about him, at one of the parties w here his most celebrated generals

were present, loo evidently proved to the Chinese, that having the

emblems of the imperial dignity — which is a dragon, he ought also

U) take the name. In any other person the presence of such a rep-

tile would have created disgust, but in a Chinese nothing is a moie

propitious omen than the appearance of dragons.

The Mongol emperor was tinally alarmed al the frightful progress

of the rebels. In a council of state, where all the ministers were

present, the best measures propo.sed were rendered nugatory by inde-

cision. Yet there were always o0,000 to 100,000 men under arms.

How these were assembled and paid we could never find out, perhaps

tliere is some error in the numbers. Then again the rebels brought

in less than a fortnight •201),O0 l) into battle
;
and though by unheard

of courage more than two thirds of this number strewed the field,

within a week aflerwanls the forces were not only recruited but more

numerous than ever before. .\s for the number of encounters, Na-

poleon did not fight so many battles throughout his life, as some Chi-

nese heroes in the space of one year. The above things being all on

record, arc as true as every matter else which is put there.—We have

now brought this biography to the second stage, and the reader will

uo doubt give us credit for moving no longer at a snail’s pace.

ilitherlo Ilungwoo had been only a subject, but one of the rebel

chiefs having killed his nnisler, the king, and he having already

received the title of duke, he now assumed the dignity of the prince

of Woo, and adopted a regular plan for conquering all China.

Nothing could be more germane to his wishes than tlie intrigues

w hich reigned at the emperor’s court. At first one of the nobles who

had received orders to collect a very numerous army' in Moiygolia,

and to overwhelm China with these hordes, thought it his duty to

rise against the emperor, his liege lord. Had he persevered in his

inarch, he might have taken the whole court and all the ajipurte-

iiances [irisoners: but entering upon a negoiiaiion, and llailering him-

self with the highest dignities that were to fall to his share, he deli-

vered himself up to justice. The minister vvho acted such a decisive

part in this crisis was an enemy to the heir of the crown. The latter

had been sent to the army, in order to fight the battles of his father,

and was highly indignant that a favorite should usurp the affections

of a parent to which he alone should have laid claim. Recalled final-

ly to his palace, and triumphing over his eiicniy who lost his life, the
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youth went on embroiling himself with others. When however the

din of war and the clang of swords came nearer and nearer to the

capital, the weak and debauched prince lost all courage, and stole

in the night silently away to his native deserts, and thus ended the

Mongol dynasty, anno domini 1368.

With the departure of tl>e sovereign, the Mongols were by no

means yet driven out of Chipa; and a great many still held posses-

sion of fortresses and strongholds, from whence jt was not so very

easy to drive them. There were moroever many kings and emperors,

alias robber chiefs, wIk), whatever their pretensions might be, thought

their claims as legal as Hungwoo’s, and in this they were perfectly

right. As for tire Tartars, they confined themselves to a de fensi ve

war, and only occasionally, when booty was in question, made a sud-

den sally and fairly strip^ied the camp-followers of everything. Other-

wise they behaved very peaceably, and all that they thought of was,

how to secure their retreat to Mongolia. This was, however, not so

easily accomplished as one might have imagined. Imitating their

predecessors, the Kin, they bad lived with great profusion, entirely

forgetting that chapter of Political Economy which treats upon accu-

mulation. Thus they were obliged to sell or pawn their arms and

sell their horses, and when the sudden alarm was sounded that the

Chinese were oir their heels, they looked iir vain into the empty sta-

bles for a swift charger to carry them out of the reach of the celes-

tials. If some of my readers should be incredulous about the wretch-

ed plight in which the descendenis of the coirquerors found themselves

on a sudden emergency, I would suggest to them just to take a

peep at the Tartar portion of the city of Canton. If he happens to

possess statistical tables of the provincial city, he will find therein a

large catalogue of horses, barracks, houses, goods, and chatties all

belonging to the Eight Banners, garrisoned in the said city. But

a blind man even, just by groping about, would soon discover, that

the compiler must have committed a few errors. As for the studs

and arsenals they could only have existed in imagination, and goods

and chatties must come under tlie general classification of bare walls.

Should he however find some shop or tolerable establishment, he may

be sure, it belongs to some clever Chinese who is at all times cer-

tait> of securing to himself the windward side of a bargain. Now sup-

posing the Chinese had, in these enlightened times, come to think that

tlie Tartars were rather too many in the central empire, which has no

lack of inhabitants, and hatl sent them all traveling to Tsitsihar and

Kirin, h« would then just Irave the same sight as Hungwoo enjoyed,
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when the Mongols t<H)k their final leave. .\ny stranger would have

imagined, that the Chinese, in imitation ofili' Dutch, had establish-

ed a colony lor [jaupers, and were sending them to their new almdes.

'I’lie .Mongol marauders, however, were more tenaciously attached

to the soil, and nothing but hard blows could persuade them to aban-

don their privileges; but of this commodity Hiingwoo was by no

means sparing, .\rter this summary of events we must enter a little

into details.

'I’he most determined antagonist was doobtless a chiqf styling him-

self the prince of llan lie not only had a large lainl-force, but also

commanded the water communications by a very large river navy.

Hiingwoo at first endeavm’cd to satisfy his ambition by splendid pro-

mises, and to detach him from live alliance of some of the other leaders;

but the prince of Han so greatly succeeded that he could not bear or

profess friendly intentions towards a man, who wished to share with

him the throne. Hence arose a fierce strirggle, w hich kept our hero

for several years employed, and left the Mongols lime to take breath.

M'hosoever had the command of the great rivers, was naturally in

possession of the most fiouiishing parts of China, and by being able to

obtain supplies whenever wanted, and attack his enemy upon every

weak point, he had the fate of w ar in his hands. The subject of our

encomiums was too good a general trot to see these advantages at

once, and his whole strength was therefore concentrated to secure

the navigation. Determined to fight to the last, the prince of Han

had his war-boats chained togetlier, and did not retreat until he saw

them all on fire. As by magic a second navy was created, and the re-

sistance was equally sfroirg. Uut Hungwoo had more powerful arms;

persuasion and kindness won over many an infhiential officer, and in

the heart of a naval battle, one squadron after the other struck to the

humane prince. M e have often .«een pigeons fighting with great

fury against each otlR-r, and can tljerefore believe, that even the Chi-

nese at times give to their martial ardor a very greart scope. The
descriptions of the naval battle.s, told by onr author whh a great deal

of spirit, gave rise within tie to this thought, which we rn our honest

way cannot hide. The best proof o<' tite overwhelming ardor with

which the Chinese had fought, was the many wrecks that floated on

tile water, anil the corpses that nearly choked the course of the river.

\i such scenes we drop w ith Hungwoo a tear : for what can e.\cuse

so large a waste of human life? .\nd are not those who occasion it,

whatever may be their lilies or renown, murderers in the fullest .icnse

of the word? Soon however these emotions were stifled, and an
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enormous booty, which our author compares to hills and mountains,

made the soldiers glory in deeds of blood. One consolation, and it

was a great one, remained, viz., tbe unruly prince of Han had fallen.

As soon as m itters were again put in order, Hungwoo invited his

officers to a large party, and feasted the soldiers upon beef and horse-

flesh. He then delivered speeches which were well calculated to

rouse the courage of his followers, and to add new lustre to his tri.

umphant course. At that time peacock’s feathers, the reward of the

Mantchous for feats in arms, were not yet in vogue, nor was Hung-

woo aware that a ribband might be an equally valuable mark of dis-

tinction. He therefore rewarded his best generals with splendid titles

of nobility, and gave to the subalterns and privates a gratuity in

money. All were delighted, each ready to shed the last drop of his

blood for sucb a leader. When be therefore asked who would be tbe

first to scale the walls of a city, from whence the beseiged threw show-

ers of missiles, there was a noble emulation to step forwards and

plant the Ming banners upon the highest turret. The enemies how-

ever were stimulated by equal zeal, and though the commandant was

finally obliged to surrender, his mother on hearing of his dastardly

conduct beat out ber brains, for she did not wish to be called the

parent of a poltroon.

A life so rich in high and lofty deeds of daring could have charms

for the active and enterprizing only, and though Hungwoo like the

petrel was, amidst storm and tempest, in his native element, he still

longed for a retired life. His dreams were often disturbed by appa-

ritions, but it was his Mentor who then came to direct him in the

path of duty, and to make him adopt the most prudent measures, and

all this when he was asleep. Lost in thought, he once sauntered be-

fore tbe camp quite alone, all the events of his previous life rose in

lively shapes before him
;
he was near his native place, where he had

once tended his master’s cattle. Charmed by the song of birds perch-

fed on the branches, he pursued his way scarcely conscious whither

he went. On a sudden he ai rived at the ruins of a temple, where a

leopard, frightened at his unexpected appearance, started from his

lair. Huimwoo gave himself up for lost, and the life which had been

preserved in so many battles seemed destined to be a prey to wild

beasts. In this extremity a Budhistic priest of most venerable aspect

made his appearance, and frreed the ravenous animal to cower at his

sii/bl Grateful for this deliverance the conqueror accompanied the

pric.st to the temple, where a number of other priesLs was assembled.

Some refieslinients were procured, and after the tea had gone round,
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tlin wily friar hnnilt'd a Imok of siil)Hcri|>tinns for tlio rr'luiildiiijr of llio

ruins. Ilungwoo was not oxai'ilv plrased at Iumiiu tlins lakni liy .sur-

prise, hut optMiing the volume he found tlie names of nil the founders

of dynasties who had each contrihnied a sum towards the raisinrr of

the said edefice. .\.s he only found their names, he saw in it more

than a superficial observer mi"ht have supposed, and wrote down his

‘.JvMM) taels, and went o(T with the oldest priest ns his guide. On the

bridge he again perceived the monster which had at fir>i terrified

him, hut the monk smiled saying, this is a domesticated animal. 'I’he

camp then jii<t appeared in sight, and his guide disappeared in the

waves of a fiver that flowed below him. ^\ hen he met his people, wlio

had been for a cotisiderahlc time in search of him, he soon recovered

from his trance, and though he believed all to he delusion, he never

forgot that his name was inscribed on the list of the sires of dynas-

ties. Having sjvont a great part of his youth in the company of

priests, all the reveries peculiar to their vagaries stuck to him to the

lust. He was always moving in the midst of a world of spirits, and,

as a man gifted with second sight, he imagined that he saw the

gods enlisting in his' ranks, and defending his person. Some of

his generals shared with him the same superstition, and, when one

was surrounded on all sides and hardly pressed, he besought the in-

terference of the gods of fire. This was readily jiromiscd them hy a

priest of Taou, for some consideration in the shape of white silver;

and confident of the invisible support, his soldiers took each a brand,

and fought their way through the surrounding hostile camp. Even

warriors cannot combat without superstition, and if they do not fol-

low worthless idols, the work of men’s hands, they will do homage to

the emblems of eagles or the tricolored standards.

Considering all the circumstances under which Hungwoo made

his appearatice, the ardor and purity of motive which made him draw

the sword in order to free his countrymen from a foreign yoke, we

shall not wonder, that he viewed his cause as that of heaven. In

invading Keangsoo he issued a proclamation in which he declared all

who did not submit to his arms, traitors, and rebels against the azure

heavens. Kind treatment and a general amnesty secured to him the

attachment of the inhabitants, attd the submission of the rovers he

bought by bribes. Some of them however thought it prudent to

receive the money ami to transfer their a)lpgiance to the best bidder

Agaitist them Hungwoo was inexorable, and at once told them, that

they did not deserve to live. Whenever any one of them was taken,

he had him cut to pieces as a warning to n|l robbers and vagalionds
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who might be tempted to act a .similar part. But he did not confine

his attention to mere exploits
;
wherever a district had yielded to his

victorious arms, he assumed the power of a judge. An open hall

was instantly prepared, and all those who had any complaints or

saw themselves injured, obtained free access, and might full at length

state their cause. Even old garrulous women were not excluded,

and the patience with which the victor bore their invectives orocured

for him the highest popularity. Careful of his fame, Hungwoo kept

always some historiographers with him, and it is to their labors that

the reader owes the present sketch.—When reading their pages, and

perceiving the incense they richly scattered through their varied nar-

ratives, he was ravished with delight. Had he been a Caesar, he might

have written his own commentaries and blazed forth his deeds, but he

had scarcely been one year at school, and could he have composed a

tolerable letter he would have deserved great credit for his proficiency.

Being of a poetical turn of mind, he wrote many stanzas, and not

unfrequently celebrated his own exploits in rhymes. And much do we

regret our being so entirely prosaical, as to be prevented from giving

the reader some specimens of his genius. Could we but imitate that

glowing language with which the author describes every coinpaign,

and minutely enter upon the tactics, that were the means of achiev-

ing such great victories, we should be obliged to write a heroic poem,

and astonish the world with a Chinese Iliad, or an Ossianic Rhap-

sody. There were generals at that time, equal if not superior to Tu-

renne, prince Eugene, and sundry other knights of high renown; and

whilst the latter only fought on land, the former were equally skilful

in gaining naval battles. Oh! those days of yore, when heroism

was a marketable commodity
;
just compare them with the present

state of things, and even the old prime minister Changling would

have blushed. Only think! there was a commander of the name of

Seuta, who, being cooped in on all sides, and without any provisions,

resolved to make a desperate effort to escape, in the silence of night.

Now any other general would have thought it prudent to surrender,

in order to save limb and life : not so our desperate hero. And what

do you think he did in this dilemma? Why, he burnt 3000 of the

hostile vessels, and sailed away ! The writer does not tell us how

the good-natured enemies permitted him to burn them out of house

and home, and hurl them into a watery grave. Of this the writer

does not inform us, and we must put it on the general score of polite-

ness, for which the Chinese are famous throughout the world.

The rebels of the south being now chastised, it was high time to
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visit tlie territory to tlu* north of the llwiing ho, « liorc the .Moiii;(jl!i

witro .still in poss<ession ot inuny fortresses. 'I'he army was approachiiiif

to cross the river, when one of the desceiniants of Confucius present-

ed himself to the C')n<]neror. It was always lliingwcHi’s principle to

gain popularity, and he therefore rejoiced to pay just homage to the

sage upon whom the whole nation looked with veneration. Having

given his descendant valnahle presents, with assurance of protection,

he charmed the assembled nmititudes by the deference he thus paid to

dc|)arted merit. In only a lew instances, the Mongols resisted the

invading forces, one fortress fell after another, and Shense as well

as Shanse received Chinese garrisons. Crowned with laurels, Seuta

made his appearance at court, and though the emperor honored him

1

with the highest praises, he still thought it his duly to perform the

i
kotow. And now, in open council did llungwoo arise, and hxiking

around upon the hoary veterans standing at his side, and fixing his

eyes upon the scars they had received, he exnitingly e.xclaimed, “Onr
most sanguine expectations arc exceeded, no enemy is longer in the

field to cause us serious trouble, we have delivered our country.” A

hum of approbation ran through the assembly, but llungwoo conti-

I

nued :
“ There are many of onr brave comrades who have spilt their

blood for their father-land and are no longer amongst us. Let us

not forget their families, but show by the assistance we afford to

them how highly we value the services that have been rendered.”

Nothing could come soo|>portnnely as this speech, all joined in appro-

bation, the enthusiasm of the people for their new sovereign grew

warmer and wanner, and all declared their readiness to die for such

a leader.—We have thus followed the course of events down to the

year 1:170.

Some reproach attached to llungwoo on account of his low extrac-

tion. Some evil-minded persons brought this occasionally forward to

get the fortunate adventurer into disrepute. M'hat could be more

despicable than to rise from a scullion to the throne of an empire the

most extensive and populous in the world. 'Phere was no parrying

this reproach, and the most skilful genealogist could not, as in the

case of Na|)oleon, show his descent from a noble family. As far as

the Budhistic priests were concerned, who claimed him as their own,

they had made up a fair story of his celestial origin, as we have re-

lated above, but though nobody could gainsay this, there were few

hardy enough to believe it. llungwoo therefore had no alternative

but to prove, that most great men who had founded dynasties, were

born of obscure parents, atid Chinese history indeed is full of such

48VOL. VII. NO. VII.
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instances. There you may read of a fisherman, a captain of robbers,

or a knight-errant, &/C., who all became emperors in their turn, and

afterwards took their place among the most vigorous monaTchsofwhora

the celestials boast. This being settled, he no more thought it below

his dignity to prove to the whole world that he was not ashamed of

his progenitors. With a splendid cavalcade, Hungwoo visited their

tombs, and there made the customary sacrifices, and with the utmost

humility prostrated himself before their manes. The graves were

splendidly adorned, much better than ever the genii, who at first

had put their hands to them, could have made them. Afterwards

when securely seated upon the throne, he built a large city at his

birth-place, and intended to make it his capital, but could never suc-

ceed in this endeavor. The ruins may be seen there to this day, and

attest the lofty genius of the projector.

There are many ups and downs in this world, and even the suc-

cessful Hungwoo had his share in them. His kindness did not al-

ways prevail over the wickedness of his enemies, and in some in-

stances he was rewarded with the basest ingratitude. One of the

insurgents who had held out to the last against Seuta, seeing finally

the fortress untenable, set fire to his house and burnt his whole

family. He was taken alive, though the general had offered a

very large reward for his head, and was brought before Hungwoo.

There he squatted upon the ground, and looked down without

taking notice of the august personage present. Such contempt

could not long be borne, the victor upbraided him with his boor-

ishness and dismissed him with a sore reprimand, ordering him

at the same time to be confined in prison. The words sunk deep

into his soul, he arrived in his cell, unloosened his girdle and hung

himself, much to the displeasure of Hungwoo.

In other countries statues are erected in memory of celebrated

generals; in China people make huge images of clay, which are gilt

and put into temples, as the reader may see at Honan. Since the

emperor arrogates to himself the power of conferring titles in hades,

such men are frequently raised above the idols, and the worship paid

to them is in proportion. Hungwoo was not free from this folly and

abomination, and therefore built an enormous temple, and having

prepared the collossal representations of the worthies, the building

was consecrated with great pomp. In this work his wife Ma, who

never left him, gave the most incontrovertible proofs of skill as an

architect, and considerably contributed towards raising an edefice,

which was the wonder of all the region around. This worthy woman
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who hatl been faithful to him in tlie lowest state, was his guide and

counsellor, when he had obtained sutlicient renown to give hitnself

up to foolish pride. She was of a strong mind, but wrought more

upon him by her emlearraents, than by imperiousness or viraffo-like

intermeddling. She cheered his lonely hours, refresdied him alter

days of hard toil, and made him taste all the enjoyments of domestic

life.

We have now conducted our hero to the steps of the throne, and

if the reader thinks, that we have been too profuse in praise, let him

remember, that we always speak undisguisedly of his faults. A man

who had to fight such hard battles, and to be abused for all his well

meant etforts to improve the nation, must have been a great charac-

ter to bear reproaches with magnanimity, and to forgive where he

might have punished. It is rather remarkable, that in his low estate

he was, according to all accounts, a despicable character, but the

higher he rose, the more were his great virtues unfolded. With

the common run of mortals it is generally the reverse. 'Fhere arc

as few people in China, as anywhere else in the world, whom success

makes not domineering and arrogant, and whosoever can be humble

in the most e.valted station is truly a great man. With this apo-

phthegm, or whatever you may call it, we conclude the third part

this veritable biography.

Once at a general parade the soldiers had on their standards in-

scribed the motto, “ Long live the eni|)eror!” llungwoo was so shock-

ed with this premature declaration, that he had them immediately

torn to pieces. II is real intention was doubtless to occupy the throne,

but he wished to be courted, and, like a bashful maiden, to receive

the boon. 'I’he famous Seuta was then at court, and having nothing

else to do, he got up a flourishing petition, subscribed by a number

of his fellow officers, in which they besought llungwoo most earnest-

ly to accede to the wishes of the nation. The hero seemed still

undecided, when a second request, couched in still stronger terms,

was preferred by some other celebrated commander. 'I’liere was

no resisting such potent appeals, he depended upon the strength of

the army, he believed that it was the wish of those bands whom he

had so often led to victory, asked time for mature eonsideration, and

went in a pensive mood strolling into a temple. There he beheld to

his great astonishment a distich written on the wall, of w hich the

strokes were not yet dry, upbraiding him in satirical language with

usurpation, and filling his heart in the midst of rejoicing with gloomv

ears. The author of this infamous composition was never discovered.
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On the following day, however, Hniigwoo gave his assent, and pre-

pared hi nself by fasting and ablution for liis inauguration. More

than 30,000 people were present, near the altars which had been

erected in honor of the various idols of the land. The contents of

the proclamation, read on this occasion, ran thus: “Choo (Hungwoo’s

surname), commander-in-chief and emperor addresses himself to au-

gust heaven, to queen earth, to the sun, moon, stars, the winds,

clouds, thunder, and lightning, and to all the celestial and terrestial

I

gods, to departed worthies, to the majesty of heaven and earth as

displayed within the four seas, &c., &c., &c., and hopes to be ap-

pointed as pastor to continue the succession of Yaou and Shun, &c.

The Yuen princes having thrown the country into a state of anar-

chy, the people were pestered as by the stings of wasps, and the

calamities of vipers and scorpions pervaded all parts. Then heroes

suddenly started forth who scattered the robbers that had taken

possession of hills and rivers. Your minister assembled these brave

men and gave relief, and, in reliance upon the power of heaven, he

drove the miscreants away. Mankind were now without a master (he

was not aware that there were many in the west), and your minister

has been chosen by his followers to succeed to heaven’s patrimony,

and ascend the throne in order to rule over the nation. I trust in

your power, that you will add lustre to the kingdom and tranquilize

the central nation, and purify the same (as is needed even now

very much). The whole nation addresses this prayer quietly, and

after having performed the cu.'tomany ablutions, with a pious, true,

and unanimous heart, trusting that all may be granted, &c.” When
the reading was finished the tablets of his deceased ancestors were

brought into the temple dedicated to their manes, and then the faith-

ful Ma, his inseparable comp.rnion in joy and woe, was raised to the

high station of empress. His eldest son was at the same time declar-

ed crown prince, and then followed an immense number of letters

patent, honoring some with the peerage, others with considerable offi-

ces, and the rest with high-sounding titles. These festivities how-

ever did not so entirely engage the imperial mind as to make him

forget all the essential parts of government. On that very day, orders

were issued to the various generals to invade the still unconquered

provinces, and the soldiers departed with enthi)siasm, high-soaring

and strong, from scenes of splendor and magnificence. Any other

biographer might here have closed the tale, and have wound up the

remaining twenty years with merely saying, Ilungwoo reigned long

and happy : not so we, however, and our venerable prototype
;
we

must know our hero from beginning to end.
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all the pasliiiip of a nomadic life, liimiiiijr I'oxpti and bears. Now lie

did not deem it advisable to give up so large an empire merely lor the

wliim of an adveiilnrer, ami bad tberel'ore numbers of soldiers always

ready to make inroads upon the iVonticrs, burning and dcFtroying

wherever tliey went, in order to make good the title deed. 'I'here

were moreover numbers of fugitives who w ith a w isbiul eye looki.-d

back upon the things they had formerly enjoyed, and found them-

selves tiow reduced to the sore necessity of living upon horsellesh and

mutton, and this in so small quantities as scarcely to satisfy their

craving appetites. 'I'liey were in fact as little contented with their

new situation, as the Arabs with their native deserts, who often have

taken possession and housetl themselves in the feitile places of Meso-

potamia, Syria, and Kgypt. We have therefore not to wonder that

they made their utmost effort to reenter tlieir possessions, and gave

tlie Chinese frontier garrisons no rest. But the celebrated SeiiUi

knew all their movements, and with great de.xterity anticipated their

invasions, so that the booty they had collected with much toil and

risk, was as speedily taken from them, 'riiough it was a great in-

convenience to keep up a large army, there resulted one solid advan-

tage from it
;
the emperor had always a band of hardy veterans at his

disposal, who in case of any rising in the south could quell the

rebellioti.

Immediately after the coronation, all oflices were given to Chi-

nese only, who under the Mongol rule had been excluded from the

most important employments. And here again appeared the great

discernment of this wi.><e prince, for he chose men of talent without

regard to their extraction, and thus bound by the tics of gratitude the

most influential personages to his interests. The literati, so long des-

pised, regained their ancient privileges, and, receiving high emolu-

ments and splendid oflicers did not fail to contribute theii parts to

praise a prince who was .«o decidedly their patron. The most able

amongst tbem were chosen to become the tutors of his children, and

to instruct them so well in classical lore, that they might be enabled

to rule as well as the ancient patriarchs, Vaou and Shun.

The classictil rule enjoins upon the Chinese to serve their departed

parents as if they were still alive. Though this is a most preposte-

rous custom, and partakes of all the abominations of gross idolatrv,

llungwoo thought himself bound in duty to give the example, and

thciefore paid adoration morning ainl night to the tablets of his



Lifr of Ilungiroo. Nov.

ancestors, the manes of whom were now raised hy himself to the rank

ot emperors. There are moreover a number of temples at the capi-

tal, in which former princes and sages had a place of honor, and as

the Mongols were by no means very zealous in the service of the

dead, the building had been neglected and had fallen to ruins. The
first care rrf Hungwoo was to restore tirem to their ancient splendor,

and to let the sacrifice and worship before their statues never cease.

'I'his we beg to inform the reader, we do not relate as an act re-

dounding to the praise of a hero, who though educated in the gross

superstition of paganism, had judgment enough to see the absurdity

of idol worship
;
but he was too fond of popular applause, and will-

ingly sacrificed principle and comiction at its shrine.

The old court had been infested with eunuchs, a race of beings

who have invariably proved the ruin of oriental courts. Cunning,

crafty, and insinuating, without one human tie to attach them to the

society of men, they were the constant companions of enervated

princes, and with great dexterity usurped all the powers entrusted to

an effeminate monarch. Their element was intrigue, their only oc-

cupation dark plots, their whole life one tissue of deceit and malice.

To free the court from this pest was Hungwoo’s earnest endeavor
;

but he thought it could be done by laws and regulations that were

safely put on record, and though during his life time their poVer was

annihilated, they revived with great vigor amongst his descendents.

No serious fears being entertained from the north, since the Mon-

gols by so many defeats had been disheartened, old Seuta marched his

army into Szechuen, a province which was among the last to own the

sway of the Ming. Though most of the commanders were Chinese,

they most resolutely opposed the invading army
;
the river Yangtsze

keiing was closed with an iron chain, and fire ships were sent to set

the whole imperial flotilla on fire. There was here no trifling; and

though victory was obtained, it was dearly bought. The country

has many inaccessible mountains, many hill-forts and strong holds,

and each had to be starved out, before Szechuen could be called

an appendage of the celestial empire. It was not finally subdued

till 1372.

During the absence of Seuta in the west, the commanding officers

at the Great Wall, wishing to prove their superior valor to their hoary

leader, set out on an expedition against the Mongols, and this time

sought them in the desert. Nothing but clouds of sand opposed

their progress, and they therefore moved onward without fear as if

they were invading a paradise Having reached that delightful spot.
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well known lo geogrH|)l\er!i under llie iiiiine ol Sliamn, und being in

llie inidsl of all ihe uncut diainunds of which we have spoken above,

they all at once fell the want of water. Now this is as bad as being

at sea without it, and considering the thousands of men and horses

assembled at one s|K)t, they felt the most dreadful foreliodiiigs. To

take away however all doubt.s about their probable lot, they had mere-

ly to look around themselves, where the bleached bones of starved

wretches too plainly told them, that their situation was fearful beyond

description. In this emergency, however, the horses' hoofs discovered

a foujilain, and when all had rpienched their thirst to satiation, and

taken as much of the (vrecimis liipiid as they could carry, it was una-

nimously resolved— nemine contradicente— to return with all pos-

sible haste, 'llie Tartar horse, however, hung now on their Hank and

rear, cutting olf the few provisions which still remained. According

to the Chinese general's re|)ort, his army always beat the barbarians,

and in proof of his assertion he eveir brought above a thousand of

prisoners, but this was all he had to boast of, how many thousands were

strewed along the road where the Chinese retreated was never made

known. This campaign, however, quelled for some time the ardor

of the celestials, and they thought it by far more prudent to await the

daring enemy under tlie battlemenls and lowers of the Gr^t Wall.

’I'he Mongols on their |>art were too cautious to leave the entrenched

warriors long without their society, and not only paid a'vislt to the

Great Wall, but also ravaged Le.aoutu ng, a department which is only

protected by a stockade. If we have to believe our Chinese author

these marauders were always beaten, annihilated into the bargain,

and moreover taken prisoners. Unfortunately they increased with

every disaster, like the heads ol' the hydra, and the accounts of splen-

did victories obtained were coupled with dispatches mentioning new

swarms of nomades, that had infested the frontier districts Ilung-

woo was obliged either to maintain a standing army of at least

‘20(),U(M) men,— an expedient loo dangerous to be adopted for any

length of time, for in days of yore the generals of this host had re-

peatedly dictated laws to the court and not seldom joined the Tar-

tars and taken posse.ssion of the whole celestial empire, w ithout even*

awaiting the permission of heaven’s son
;
or— to adopt, the only aU

ternalive remaining— to curb the fierceness of the invaders by a tor-

tuous policy, a system the Manlchous have carried to perfection. For

this end he sent the grandson of the dethroned emperor to his home,

and after delivering a very impressive speech, gave him to under-

stand, that it was his earnest wish to live in peace with the world.
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Tins noble desire was only rerdized in 1383, wben plenty filled tlie

land, all hearts rejoiced, and the hereditary enemy of China was be-

lieved to have become extinct. The old emperor Tohwan Timur

liad by this time fallen a victim to grief and disappointment, and his

son who thought it his duty to assert his right to the throne of China

assembled a numerous army to enforce his claims. Soon however he

found himself in the presence of the Chinese army; a struggle ensued;

which ended greatly to the disadvantage of the Mongols, their hordes

were dissolved and fled like scattered sheep, whilst the booty and se-

veral members of the imperial family fell into the hands of the victorious

army. This was a very severe check
;
several tribes therefore sub-

mitted themselves to the sway of heaven’s son and secured by their

obedience cattle and pastures, the very things they wanted, and which

tliey had never obtained by their utmost bravery. One of the princes

was banished to the Lewchew islands, where he might live in peace

amongst unoffending islanders. After this, all the campaigns against

the Mongols succeeded, and though now and then a general returned

from the desert without having seen a single enemy, he still found

reason enough to boast of his bravery, because he had ventured into

the heart of a hostile country.

I'he province of Yunnan, intersected by high mountains, and being

situated at the very extremity of the empire, defied all the efforts of

the imperial generals. At first they were beaten, then obliged to

retreat, and the matter was finally given up as hopeless. As the

usurper however dispatched an envoy to the Mongol camp in order

to conclude an alliance with that nation, the spirit of Hungwoo was

roused, and he sent a large army to effect the subjugation of that

territory. Here also his arms were crowned with success, and now

I he was enabled to say, the whole empire is mine, I took it with my

sword and have defended it against all enemies. Ilis fame was spread

to distant countries, so that the kings of Korea and Lewchew sent

embassadors to pay their homage to so great a man. Their tribute

bearers were most kindly received, and returned with the most exalt-

ed ideas of what they had seen and heard.

Hungwoo's latter days fled away in the utmost tranquility, he saw

however one of his comrades after the other dropping off, amongst

them his dearly beloved spouse, his sage Mentor through life. Though

bowed down by grief, the cares of such a large government did not

permit him to indulge murli in sadness. The finances had to be put

in order, and this was of all things the most diflicult, for they had

fallen for a longtime entirely into a state of delapidation. It is a real



IKJS. /.iff of I liiitgifiio.

pity, tluil scarci‘1) urn; Climese writer lias dwelt upon tins important

biibjecl, and tliougli lie will write pa^e after |>age u|)on cereiiioiiies,

and detail with great iii.^iiteiiess the many kotows and prostrations,

bows and genuflections, ho can scarcely find time to fill a line with

that all-ahsorhing subject— the revenues and public expenditure.

Happy would our ministers be, if they could get so easily over this

stumbling block, and fill their budget with sundry remarks about the

rites usual at the presentation of such important documents. It is

however very certain, that Ilungwax) had money sufficient to pay the

troops; as for the civilians, they might help themselves, as they have

done since time immemorial in China.

Though an enemy to pageantry he only thought it right to sur-

round his court with all that was nngnificent, in order to impress the

nation with his high station and power. When you therefore jour-

neyed to Nanking, it was not to sec some deserted streets and

wretched hovels, but to behold inagnificence and splendor, which

were never eclipsed by any of the preceding princes. 'I’he greatest

ornaments of this splendid court, however, were the hardy warriors

and ancient statesmen, w ho had risen from butchers’, shoemakers’, and

tailors’ sho()s, to compose portions of the most celebrated camp and

council. Bent down with age and infirmity, they still thought it

their mo.st sacred duty to support their beloved chief to the last

breath, and to train their children in all the loyalty of which they

hid given, in times of need, the most speaking jiroofs. But also this

geueratioii passed away, and Hungwoo stood there as the longeval

oak amongst the the younger trees of the forest. Life had few

charms for him, for all those who had rendered it delightful were no

more. The king of terrors finally invaded the palace, and Hungwoo,

feeling his end approaching, sent all the princes of the blood into their

domains which he had assigned to them long before. Only the heir

of the crown, a lad of Hi years, remained behind to testify the tran-

quility with which his venerable f.ither died. He took the blessimr of

millions into his grave, and his highest prai.«c was, that he had always

been lenient and kind to all, even the meanest of his subjects. The
most hitter rancor could not show a single instance of cruelty or

even of haril-hearted justice. He was 71 years old when he died,

A. i>. loilS. Here we drop the curtain, and leave the patient reader

to his sluiubeis.
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Art. III. Second annual Report of the Committee of the Canton

General Chamber of Commerce, preset • :d at a general meet-

ing held the 3f/ of November, 1838.

In pursuance of the principle recognized in the report presented at the

niseting in November last, the committee have continued to direct their at-

tention to such subjects only, connected with the foreign trade, as have

come before them in the ordinary course of events, or been referred for their

decision by parties more immediately concerned. They still, for the reasons

advanced in that report, deem it important not to depart from this rule.

Your committee will now, as briefly as possible, recapitulate their proceed-

ings and decisions during the year, which, with those exceptions only where

the chamber on special occasions have already expressed their concurrence,

will need the approval of a general meeting to give them all the authority

of which they are capable.

Amendment of the constitution. By an amendment proposed by your com-

mittee, and sanctioned by the chamber, it is rendered imperative that there

be an addition of four new members to the committee annually, who shall be

sub.«tituted for a like number of the old members whose terms of service must

then cease. By this measure it is hoped the public interest in the business

of the chamber will be more effectually kept up, and the labors of office

more equally distributed among the members.

East India Company's financial agency. The existence of this agency in

Canton is continued against the opinion and in opposition (unanimous it is

believed) of the whole commercial body engaged in the trade to this country.

The London .Association have addressed the Court of Directors urging its

removal
; and your committee have assured the association of their hearty

concurrence in any measure calculated to effect the desired end. The impor-

tance, to the free trade, of abolishing the agency, is more than ever apparent,

and it is deemed expedient that some news step be taken by which its injurious

effect, on the tea trade especiallj^ may he placed in the strongest light.

Performance of the ceremony called kotow. In an address to lord Palmerston

by the London Association, your committee notice they recommended, that

in the event of any negotiator being sent by the British government to Pe-

king, he should not be precluded from performing the ceremonies required

at that court. As this advice, if followed, was deemed by the committee

likely to affect injuriously the interests of commerce, they considered that it

fell within their province to oppose it, and accordingly they have addressed a

letter of remonstrance to the association on the subject.

Post office establishment. It will be recollected that in the last annual

report the committee were sanguine in their exception of a speedy comple-

tion of arrangements, then in progress, which would place an efficient po.-t

ollice establishment in full operation. They were, however, disappointed.

'I’he boats, which were indispensable for the purpose, were sudtienly employ-

ed m the ojiium trade, and no comiionsalion that the chamber could offer to



I8:W. Canton General Chumhir of Commerce.

the owners wns equivalent to the profits which that traffic yielded them.

The committee are now of opinion that no adequate security can be obtained

that any foreign boats, which might be engaged for the post office service,

would not be in the same manner diverted to other employments; and the only

alternative, in case the cliainbcr should deem a new attempt to establish a

mail conveyance desirable, would be to purchase the requisite number of boats,

or at all events to have them absolutely under the control of the chamber.

Execution of orders for tea aiul raw silk. The preanible and resolutions

which were demanded by procet-dings in England during the year 1837, and

drawn up on this subject by your committee, have already received the ap-

probation of the community, by the signature of almost every foreign house

in ('anton, who forwardc'd copies to their correspondents in all quarters of the

globe, ^’our committee have reason to believe that the attention of parties

concerned has been drawn to the subject, and the evil which it was intended

to cure will be in some measure remedied. It is understood the document

was brought to the notice of the London Association, and was discussed m
that body, but the committee, as yet, have no communication from them on

the subject.

Claims on Of^ents in Canton. In answer to a question submitted to them

your committee decided, that claims made by parties abroid, on their agents

in Canton, on account of transactions which have occured here, should be

adjusted in China, and not elsewhere, but by consent of the agent.

Delcredere commvtsion. Your committee gave it as their opinion that a

charge delcredere on sales does not include a guaranty of bills, remitted for

the proceeds of the sales.

The hong merchants’ ojicial intercourse iciih the. committee. At the request

of the hong merchants your committee met them at their own room, and on

two occasions received from them communications regarding the opium trade

at Whampoa and in Canton. They solicited the aid of your committee to

arrest the traffic, but were told that it was a matter in which they could not

interfere. The hong merchants have also sought and had interviews with

the committee on other subjects connected with foreign commerce, but the

only points of public interest were, their communication respiecting a change

in the duty on longcloths, which is still under discussion with the hoppo, with

a probability of a final reduction in the rates; and that announcing the new
charge for securing foreign vessels, on which the cohong have since acted.

These charges are, for securing— all rTce-laden ships, including port charges

1,189..30; on a company’s ship, reported as such, without rice S1,00()

;

on all other British and American vessels without rice, §700.

Settlement of the imjwrt diUies. The system recommended in the last

annual report, was elfectually tried by the foreign agents generally, but it

was found that vessels continued to be delayed after they were ready for sea

for want of the grand chop, and that in order to avoid the inconvenience and
loss occasioned by such detention, a new plan must be adopted. Your com-
mittee therefore drew up a report, which was unanimously approved of by

a general meeting, in which they recommend, that, “ in order to facilitate the
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procuring of the grand chop (or port clearance) of ships wh''n ready for sea,

the settlem-'nt of duties be considered as the business exclusively of the con-

signees of the goods, and that in all cases they be held responsible to the con-

^gnees of the ship in which they may iiavj been imported,”

Malwa opium The various inquiries wiiicli were instituted on the sub-

ject, but not completed at the date of the last report, have since been brought

to a close. Ail the information that could be collected from the coimnanders

at Lintiu respecting the quality of Malwa opium, and the cause of its frequent

inferiority, was transmitted to the Bombay Chamber of Commerce, with such

suggestions and advice on the part of your committee as they deemed might

be useful to inspectors and shippers.

Dishonored hills of exchange. The expediency of establishing a fixed per-

centum for damage on protested bills of exchange in lieu of re-exchange, in-

terest, and charges
;
and a consideration of the proper mode of proceeding

in regard to the protest of bills returned without the bills themselves ; engaged

the attention of your coinnjitlee early in the year. They entered into cor-

respondence with the Chambers of Commerce of Bombay and Calcutta, to

obtain a knowledge of the practice in those places, but as yet have not re-

ceived the final answers of those bodies, which are considered requisite before

coming to any decision on this question.

Cohong and their foreign debts. In relation to this subject, the individual

creditors themselves on the spot have managed the negotiations with the

viceroy through the hong merchants, and obtained an adjustment of their

claims, which are agreed to be liquidated within specified periods. Your

committee have only been called on to transmit to the London A.ssociation,

and other commercial bodies in Great Britain, such considerations connected

with the question as they conceived might be advantageously urged on the

attention of the British government, in case ministers should determine to

interfere in behalf of foreign claimant.s, on this, or any future similar occasion.

Silk-privilege in foreign vessels. The following points have been decided

by your committee on the application of interested parties.

1st. In the case of a chartered vessel the privilege belongs wholly to the

charterer, the captain being entitled to no part of it.

2d. Neither the charterer of a whole vessel, nor the agent of the ship, has

a rierht to put silk on board for transhipment, without the consent of the other.

3d. The charterer or affreighter of part of a vessel is not entitled to any

portion of the privilege without a special agreement to that effect.

Protection of seamen in Canton. In order to guard seamen in some

measure when in Canton, on liberty or duty, from the inpositions to which

they are exposed, your committee determined to address the hong merchants

on the subject, and to urge upon them the policy and humanity of closing the

tippling shops in the vicinity of the foreign factories, from which, and from

the nefarious practices of their keepers, the mischief chiefly, if not entirely,

proceeds. The application was well received by the hong merchants, and

they promised to exert their power to remove the temptations to seamen,

and the abuse complained ol.
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Chiiiesr iiUeryreler. Inroiivciii»‘Mct‘ Ix-iiiy soinHim'‘t< iMl fi>r wiiiil ofnii iti-

tfrpn'lpr, your coininittot; (l>>t»riiiiiii.-(l to iirc>‘|>t tlio oHVr of .Mr S. Kcuron to

ucl in that rapanty, nml ho la acnordmjrly now oniniir (! at u roasoimtile salary.

SjMice in front of the faclorifs. ('nnstant attention has hfjon required to

ket'p this space in n tolerable slate of cleanlines.s, and fret' from the obstruc-

tions of a public market, and the stalls of itinerant shop keepers, with which

it IS liable to be covered. The honi' merchants now maintain a police for

the purpose, and as far os the Chinese are concerned them is ;iot much
ground of complaint.

Trade statements. These, for the year ending July .^()th last, have been

made out, and printed by direction of the committee. They are, perhaps, as

perfect as circumstances would permit, but it is hop 'd that the difficulties in

the way of prooiiring that information required for their construction, will

gradually disappear, and that the complete accounts of the secretary may
soon be given almost concurrently with the transactions themselves.

Accounts. The receipts and e.vpenditures of the past year, as stated bv

the secretary, arc herewith submitted. It will be noticed that tlie funds m
hand are small, but the committee will not allow themselves to doubt that

means will be provided by the public to meet future necessary expenses.

In conclusion, the committee would express their sense of obligation for

the indulgence which has been so freely extended to them in the dischar'<e

of their duties by the members of the chamber generally, and by their foreign

neighbors who are not members
; and also their regret that tlieir labors have

not contributed ill a much greater degree to the convenience and prosperity

of foreign commerce. They do not, however, doubt the utility of the institu-

tion to accomplish the purposes for which it was established, and would ap-

peal to the foreign community for a continuance of liberal support, to whom
they believe it may justly prefer strong claims.

.4rt IV. Latin and Chinese Inscriptions found on the tomb of

a Homan Catholic missionari/ in the neighborhood of Canton.

Tiif. tomb upon which the subjoined inscriptions were discovered is

situated on the island of Honan, opposite to Canton, at a distance of

about half a mile from the river-side. It has nothing to distinguish

it from the better class of Chinese tombs around it
;

but its ancient

and time-worn appearance attracted observation, and, on close in-

spection of the tablet, European letters were perceived to form part

of the inscription. I'he following Eatin epitaph was deciphered, as

well as the Chinese, a translation of which is annexed to it.— In an

opposite direction from Canton, to the north instead of to the south

of the city, a foreign burial jilace still bears the name of /bn ktrei

shun, ‘the tombs of the foreign devils.’ It was the usual place of
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iiiterineiil in Osbeck’s time, a.s we have sliown in our first volume, but

has not been even visited i>y a European for many years past. The

only burial ground for foreigners within the river is now on the samll

islands, on the south side of the anchorage of Whampoa.

The Liitin inscription on the tomb is surmounted by a Greek cross.

Tlie Chinese is written on tlie riglit side of it in the usual manner of

Chinese iu: c. iptioiis.

ARPF

ANTONIO
A S. MARIA,
OROINIS MINORUM

M I N I S T R O ET P R CE F I C I O

VERB APOSTOLtCO,

AB EXILIO CANTONIENSI
AD C.ELESTUM PATRIAM

EVOCATO,
ANNO MDCEXIX

13 Kal. Junii.

F. GREGORIOS
LOPEZ,

EPS. BASILITANUS

ET VICARIUS APICUS.
NANKINI,

PATRI SUO SPEN.,

RESTAURATO SEPULCHRO
LAPIDEM HUNC

GRATITUDINIS xMONUMENTUM
EREXIT.

ANNO DOMlNt #**t.XXXV.

The Chinese Inscription, translated, runs thus:

“Doctor Le, of the order of St Francis, whose name was Anto-

nio, his epithet ‘ Thoroughly Pious,’ was a native of Spain, in the

Great West. Actuated by love of moral purity and virtue, he left

his home, forsook the world, and in the 6th year of Tsungching

(1634), came to China, * * (to teach?) the sacred religion of the

Lord of Heaven. In the 8th year of Kanghe (1669), the month

Keyew, on the 14th day of the month, between the hours of 1 and 3

in the afternoon, he deceased, at the city of Canton, aged 68 years.

He was interred on Honan, on the western face of the hill Paoukang.
“ Grave of Mr. Le, of the monastic order of St. Francis.

“ Kanghe, 8th year, mid-summer, 21st day of the month Keyew.’’



IvSlH. Silt pun ktrn ynnf^ y^» ! l.inroln liliind

Aut. V. Sill pun kitui ynii^ yen, ‘.1 iitir papir reniimstrating

(igiunsl the uae uf opium' rehmr$rd hy a hlind Chinese.

'I’liK present age comioi be compared witli those which are past

!

Why is it that recently the practice of smoking opium lias become so

prevalent ? This thing is a dire calamity, planted among ns by

foreigners. It has destroyed, of the sons of our flowery land, tens

of thousands. Why do you, dear husband, while so cheerful and

active, run into the snare ? Some, forsooth, tell you it is fashionable

and can be enjoyed secretly in blithesome conversation Others

may tell you the drug is the quintessence of [Kiison, consisting chiefly

of the exuvia" of birds and beasts, compounded with arsenic. This,

being done far off in the other hemisphere, I have not seen with my
own eyes. Yet I know the use of it destroys the body and dissi-

pates money to no advantage. On it many have squandered all their

patrimony, and so changed their visages, that, ere they have have

put oir this earthy frame, they become just like the ghost of Le, with

his iron staff. As they go in and out you may always see their faces

covered wifh pimples like musquito bites. Their secretions too are

all dried up; and posterity will surely fail them. Their kindred look

to them in vain for help, and it is with great difficulty they can move

a single step.

^^ow on you, my dear husband, a father and a mother place all

their hopes. A wife and little children look up to you alone for

supiHjrt. If you cannot break from its use entirely, try to diminish

it a little. Ah, the heart needs to be changed ! Could you break

from the habit entirely and cease to smoke, gladly for that purpose

would I, your wife, have my own life dwindle to a span !

Note. The preceding paper, in the original, occupies two pages, and was sold
for one cosh, or about one tenth of a cent. Blind people may often be seen seated
on the ground in the streets, with a group of men and boys drawn around them,
listening to the rehearsal of papers like this one. They are written in rhyme, and
ahoniid with allusions to local customs. Tlie far-famed She King was, it is not
unlikely, made up of similar pieces, first written for temporary purposes. These
ballads are reheni"sed soiuetimes with a great deal of spirit and to the great amuse-
ment of the auditors.

Art VI. An nreurnte drseription of Linroln Island, by Mr.
Reynolds, first lieutenant of //. H M sloop Larne. IIV/A an
engraving. From the Catiton Register, Oct BDth, 18R*'.

Lksgth 3 miles K. to \V and i.\ miles N to S., covered with green her-

bage all over, and appears mth"r higher in the centre when made in a S b. \V.

direction. .-\t the distance of four mlies it looks very low. raised in the middle,

and is very dangerous to approach in the night, and it is most probable a ship

/
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w(Mild strike before her situation could be discovered from the breaking water.

The reef of the islet extends a much greater distance in that direction than laid

down by Ross. The Larne, when [tassing to the S. E. about 3 miles otf, sounded
in 2:] fins.; centre part of the islet then bore N.W. Larne tacked to eastward,

and had 2|, 3, 4. 5, 6, and 7 fins, to no bottom, standing out E.N.E. The water

is discolored on the reef. Liiriie went nearly round the island, and had no sound-

ings at 75 fins., beating E S.E. distant 3^ miles. The letters F S., in the follow-

ing engraving indicate some fishing stakes in a small bay on the north side. Lat.

of the centre 10” 30' N. long. 112° 40' E. The islet is surrounded by reefs, trend-

ing to the norlhward, eastward, and westward, and extending, as before observed,

to the S.E., probably to the distance of 6 or 7 miles from the S.E. point.

1ST

Art. VII. Journal of Occurrences. The emperor; opium; tea,

rhubarb, and silk; departure of the French ship L’Artemisc

;

the Hingtae hong ; return of the governor.

The EMpfcROR, viewing the near- approach of his sixtieth year (he is now' 57), has

recently taken a review of the peaceful reign he has enjoyed— rcfering to his

continued health and that of her august majesty the empress dowager— alluding

to the pardons and examinations extraordinary granted by him when he attained

his fiftieth vear— and ordering such arrangements in regard to the regular exami-

nations as will leave the year 1841 open fora ‘gracious examination.’

Opium, opium dealers and smoker.^, with their apparatus for smoking, have been

recently seized in various parts of the empire; and, if report be true, the singular

punishment of cutting out a portion of the upper lip, to prevent smoking, has been

resorted to in Hoopih
Tea. silk, and rhubarb, are not to be sold only at fixed prices, as recently sug-

gested. The report sent up to the emperor by the local authorities was of such

a tenor, that the whole matter has been stopped in embryo.

The French ship of irrr. L’.\rteinise. ca|)tain LaPlace. has proceed on her cruise

southward The creditor.': of the IHuatne hong received their first installment on the

2l)lli. [lis ercellencti anrernor Tang returned to the provincial city, from the

military review s, on the 27th.
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